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apart for the growth of the other timbers
whieh our agrieultural areas carry—jamwood,
York gum, and others. Before many years,
T am quite satisfied, those timbers will be
extinet unless methods are adopted to pre-
serve them, Possibly they will prove of
great volue as furniture woods. Indeed, I
am of opimon that in the direction of furni-
ture making may be found the most profitable
gtilisation of all cur Western Australian tim-
ers.

On wiotion by Flon, G. J. G. W. Miles de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m,

|

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, £8th November, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at .30 pm,,
and read prayers.

[Tor ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Tresented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr, O’Loghlen, leave of ab-
sence for two woeks granted to Mr. Lutey
{Brownhill-Ivanhoe) on the grouud of urgent
publie business. .

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 26th November; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair,

Business undertakings.

Vote—Avondale and Harvey Estates, £3,810:

Mr. BROUN: I should like to know from the
Premier what has been done in regard to the
settlement of soldiers on Avendale Estate,
Practically there are no solliers as yet on the
estate, and the time is getting on. There will
shortly be o sale of ewes bred on the estate,
and the soldier settlers should be in a posi-
tion to purchase the stock they may require.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I should like to
know from the Premier whether the Avondale
estate has been thrown open to all refurned
soldiers, or whether it is reserved for soldiers
coming from the Beverley distriat.

The PREMIER: To reply to the last ques-
tion first: the Government were asked to allow
soldiers who had enlisted from the Beverley
district to be settled on the Avondale estate,
if they so desired. I think, myself, it is very
wise, beecause the people down there are pre-
piared to take a personal interest in the local
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“men, and help them, not onjy with machinery

but also with stock and in other ways. If there
are not sufficient soldiers from the Beverley
distriet to take up all the Avondale estate, the
balance will be thrown open to other soldicrs.
It is the intention of the Government to place
men on the Avondale estate ns quickly as pos-
gible. I recognise that they should take up
their blocks without delay in order that they
may be iu a posibton te secure their sheep and
stock, Tvery endeavour is being uscd to have
these lands settled as early as possible, and I
will see that the matter is finalised without
any unnecessary delay whatever,
Vote put and passed. :

Railway Department (Hou. C. A. Hudson,
Minister).

Vote—£1,503,344 :

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hou.
C. A, Hudson—Yilgarn) [4.48]: The position
of the Railway Department is given fully in
the report of the Commissioner of Railways,
which has been placed upon the Table, and
of which copies have been furnished to mem-
bers of the Cowmmittee. It will have been
noted by hon. members that the earnings for
the last finaneial year amounted to £1,816,388
and the working expenses to £1,455,334, show-
ing a surplus of carmings over expenses of
ronghly £3G5,000, However, the interest which
has to be debited turns that surpius into a
loss of about £239,000. The financial resulty
of the working of the railways are shown on
rage 1 of the Commissioner’s report. The
estimate of earnings for last year was
£1,707,000; but the results turned out better
than originally anticipated, although I did
indicate, on the introdmction of the Estimatcs
late in the financial year, a possible inercase,
for the reason that the Railways had the eppor-
tunity of hauling the wheat into depots in-
stead of, as in previous years, hauling it to
sidings only. Further, the Railways re-
ceived payment of a large sam of money
owing to them by the Commonwealth. Again,
the Trans-Australian Railway was opened,
and our passenger traffic in consequence in-

“ereased comsiderably, The results therefore are

more satisfaetory than originally anticipated.
Tt is truc that the expenditure exceeded the
estimate, but that fact is due largely to the
inereased wages awarded by the Arbitration
Court. These increased wages were made re-
trospeative by agreement, and last year’s
earnings had to bear about £25,000 in respect
of inecreased wages relating to the previous
vear. T do not intend now to go into what
is contained in the Commissioner’s report,
hecause hon. members have had an opportunity
of considering that information for them-
sclves. The estimate of carnings for fho
current year is £1.860,000, This allows for a
considerable increase of revenne., which in-
nreage we think we are justified in antieipat-
ing. For the first four months of this finan-
cinl year the earnings on the Railways have
been £52153 in excess of the earnings for
the corresponding months of the previous
vear. The working expenscs for the curreut
finaneial vear will amount to approximately
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1%, millions, made up of salaries and wayes

and material and incidentals £1,486,000,
compensation £7,000, Railway  Tnstitute
£4,000, and 2 sum which did not appear last
Year, and which does not usually come into
the Railway Estimates, of £2,300, being a
contribotion to the Death Benefit Fund. A
number of ruilway men have been killed at
the Front, and the demands on the Deash
Benefit Frind have in consequence been very
heavy. Therefore it is thought wise that the
Government should supplement the conteibn®
tions of the railway men themselvez to this
extent. For the nccident fund £4,500 is pro-
vided, and £1,000 for depreciation, and £50
for upkecep of Mundaring Weir. The inercased
expenditure amounts to, roughly, £50,000.
The bulk of the increased expenditure is re-
quire¢ by the Ways and Works branch, pro-
vision being made for re-sleeporing, ro-
railing, and re-fishplating certain portions of
the railway system, Tt is known, of eourse,
that this has to be done at intervals. Last
¥year not so much of it was dong as should
have been, because material sueh as  fish
plates was not available. But in the inter-
ests of safety, which is the first consideration
in railway working, it is found neeessary this
year to re-sleeper and re-rail and re-ballast
certain portions of the system, The amonnt
I have veferred to will hbe exnended Jin thar
dircction. Additional expenditure is  also
provided to meet inerensed wages which have
been granted to the emplovees in the Loco-
motive Branch, The amount provided ‘5
£5,000. An apgreement has heeu entered into
by the Commissioner with the Locomotive
Engine-drivers’, Firemen’s, and Cleaners”
Union on a satisfactory basis, but it involves
an gnnual increase of about £5,000. Allow-
ance has alsc to be made in thig department,
as in others, for the increased cost of
materinl, Whilst there were stocks in hand
during the years of the war, the stoeks have
beecome depleted: and we have now to pur-
ehase at the high prices ruling,  Other in-
creages are comparatively slight, providing
for antomatic inereases to eadets. although
no provision has vet been made for increases
which may possibly be cranted hv the Arbi-
tration Court to the railway officers. How-
ever, the ontlook now is such that, the Tres-
surer having goue through these Estimates
with the Commissioner and myself. we aro
satisfied that we shall get the reselts anti-
cipated. There is very little that needs to he
added to what is contained in the Commis-
sioner’s report, and T now swbnut the Esti-
mates to the Committee.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.567]: A=
the whole poliey of the Railway Department
‘will come up again in this Chamber, T sip-
pose dnring mext week, on the proposct
amendment of the Railways Aet, 1 do nat
propose fo say much on these
There are, however, one or two matters ia
which T must call attemtion in eonneetion
with the working of the Railway Department.
The first refers to men at present serving,
or who have served. with the A.TI., and the
differential treatment weted ont to a see-
tion of them by the Railway Department.

Fstimates.
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The subject has been brought Lefore this
Chamber repeatedly by way of question, snd
it has also been discussed in another pizce.
However, it has not been possible so far to
obtain what T, at least, consider the justice
due to the men. The peliey of the Railway
Department has heen to refuse to men ¢u-
listing in the Railway Corps the terma which
they would receive if they did not enlisi n
all, but remained at home. There are certain
privileges extended to railway employces en-
listing in the otber branches of the A.LF.
which gre not extended to those enlisting in
the Raijlway Corps, the department’s excuse
being that serviee in the Railway Corps is
not so dangerous as in the ALF, gencrally.
"The specinl grievance is that any man en-
listing from any branch of the public ser-
viee is granted all the usual privileges if he
joins the Railway Corps. On the uvther haund,
a man may have left the Railway Depart-
ment to enlist in the A.LF., and gone abroad,
and then transferred to the Railway Corps;
sueh a man receives all the privileges attach-
ing to servica in the ALF. The Publiz Ser-
vige Commigsioner has sent ont u notice stat-
ing that anyonc enlisting for active service
—and he specifieally mentions the Railway
Corps—will be granted leave o abaence with-
out pay on the same conditions as men enlist-
ing from other branches of the Public Ser-
vice. Thus the differential nadure of the
treatment i made evident, 'The treatment
extended to men enlisting in the Railway
Corps from the railway serviee of New South
Wales s entirely of another character.
Those men receive all the privileges
which would acerue to them if they did not
join the Railway Corps, and, in addition, the
Government of New South Wales make wp any
diffcrence between the pay of the men in the
Railway Corpa and that which they had been
reeeiving from the State. Say a man from
the New South Wales railway service con-
lists as a eorporal—which the majority do—
and receives 11s. per day from the Defence
Dopartment; then, if his pay from the New
South Wales Government has been 14s. per day,
the New South Wales Government make up to
him the difference af 3s. per day. The only
exeuse for the attitnde adepted hy the Rail-
way Department of Western Australia—so far
as we can glean—is that a difference exists
hetween the danger run by a man joining the
Railway Corps and that ineurred by one join-
ing as an ordinary mewber of the ALF. I
have received letters from railway men at the
Tront, and perhaps it would be just as well to
quote from some of them in order to show
that service in the Railway Corps, although it
may not he in the highest degrec dangerous.
yet has resulted in men bheing serionsly wounded
and in some heing killed.  Moreover, many
men in the Railway Corps have reeeived wili-
tary distinetions. Men do not get military
distinctions for remaining behind the lines. We
have even the member for Fremantle in the
Honse of Representatives, Mr. Burehell, who
went away as a member of the railway corps,
shortly after his arrival in Trance being
awarded the military eross. That shows that
he must have occupied a dangerous position
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and that he must have done somgthing par-
ticularly meritorious. There is another man
named Burley- who served with distinction in
the South African war as an infantry man
and some time back went to France. He too
servell with the Railway Corps and for some
meritorions action on his part he was awarded
a bar.to the D.S.C. medal which he received
in South Afriea. I have a letter from one of
the men who served in the Railway Corps in
France. Tt is rather long and I would not
like to quote it in extenso, but in the letter
several men who left this State with the Rail
way Corps arc referred to. Most of them
were wounded whilst on active service in
France, He says—

I will relate a few experiences of what T
have seen and heard while in Belgium with
the Railway Corps. We were in our new
camp in Belgivm when we were shelled out
and had to sleep away from the camp as the
tonts were no protection from the shrap-
ncl of the big guns. We also had several
gas alarms from the British front lines that
the Germans were sending over gas clouds
and we had to wear our gas masks till the
all-clear signal was given. Our first casual-
ties were when two scts of engine men and
guards were sleeping in a dug out and
Driver Packwood and Fireman Davey and
Guard Harrison were severely wounded by
shrapnel and sent to hospitals in England.

That does not look as if they were ocenpying
pesitions that were without danger, The
writer goes on to mention other casualties.
It ig hardly necessary, however, for me to read
the whole of the lctter. There are a dozen
names tentioned, and it is easily seen that
althongh the department may consider that
members of the Railway Corps do not oecupy
quite such a dangerous position as the men in
the infantry, the fact remains that they do
occupy a position of congiderable.danger, and
that many of the members of that corps have
been severely wounded, If a man is prepared
to give up his appointment in Western Aus-
tralia and go whorever he is likely to be sent
by the military authorities, the least the State
can do i3 to see that he is permitted to retain
what privileges he’ held before he went away.
There should he absolutely no differentiation
between mombers of the Railway Corps and
the infantry men so far as the serviee in the
State ig concerned. I trust the Minister will
look into this matter and reconsider his deci-
sion and at least treat the railway men with
the same justice as is being accorded to other
members of the public gervice. There iz an-
other matter to which I would like to refer,
and it is the case of porter Oakes. This mat-
ter has been hefore the Minister for some time
and it ia considered that Oakes has been un-
justly treated. Oakes has an unbiemished
record in the railway service extending over a
period of 18 or 20 years. He was selected
from among a numher of others in the railwav
gervice to fill the position of scarcher of rail-
way carriages. Hon, members may perhaps
be aware that frequently valuables ave left in
railwayv earringes, and the department gener-
ally like to have a man whose character and
recotd are both good to il the pesition of
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searcher after the carriages have ceased run
ning for the day. Tt goes without saying thai
the department must havé considered Oake
absolutely trustworthy when they chose him
for the position of searcher.  Then a little
split took place. The department themsclves
hardly know how to deseribe what really did
take place. A charge was laid against Ozke
and in conduecting the appeal the represen-

“tative of the department said it would be

ensy to prove that there had been forgery
His actual remarks were, “‘In  view of
these faets the department comsidered that :
prima facie case of forgery had been made ou
and they dismissed Oakes.'’ During the cours
of the appeal howgver, the department ghiftec
their ground absolutely and they eveniually
said that Oakes altered the ticket, but tha
when he altered it he bardly knew what he wa
doing. That was the only explanation the)
gave, Perhaps it would be well to give th
House some particulars in conneetion wit}
that ease. Oakes was a porter and he was aet
ing as assistant conductor on the express o
the 13th April last, A passenger joined th
train at Meckering where he secured a retur
ticket to Northam. 1In writing out a ticke
such as the one that the passenger procured
the procedure is to make a duplicate of thi
ticket, and on the face of that partieula
ticket which was issued, certain words ap
peared, while on the duplicate there were dif
forent words. It is apparent that someom
must have altered the ticket and the depart
ment set out to prove that it was Oakes whe
did that. After the inquiry had been going or
for four or five days the conclusion was ar
rived at that Oakes did not alter the ticket
and the only way in which the departmeni
could get out of it was by saying that he di¢
alter it but that he did not know what he wa:
doing at the time. This ticket was issued or
the 13th April and 14 or 15 weeks afterward:
Qakes was confronted with the ticket by s
railway inspector and he was asked whether
the writing on it was his. Oakes looked af if
ecasnally and said it was, Tt was a clever for
gery and at a glance it certainly looked like
his writing, but he Qid not have a good look
at it and like most railway men he did not
care about letting the officers of the depart-
nent know that his sight was not as good as
it might have been. Consequenty he did not
even go to the trouble of using his spectacles
to examine the ticket. Oakes was not allowed
to go away. As a matter of fact, he was sub-
jeeted to what is known in America as the
third degree, and he was not allowed to move
until he gave his answers, one wny or the
other to the questions which were asked. Ie
was also made to sign a statement and was
told that he would not be allowed to go until
he had signed it. e asked to be given timo
to think the matter over but he was com-
pelled to remain there until he had signed.

Hon., T. Walker: And it was written out
for him, too.
Mr., WILLCOCK: Yes, by the inspector

who examined bhim eon that partieular ocea-
sion, Ounkes knew nothing at all ahout the
whole business until he was confronted with
the ticket nnd asked whether it was in his
hand writing.
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The Minister for Railways: e did admit
at the commencemdént that it was.

Mr. WILLCOCK: He admitted it was, but
apparently it was not his writing. The writing
was like his.

Hon. T. Walker: After he had thought
over the whole matter he knew that it was
not hiz writing.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is so. And then
he immediately did what any man would have
done. e sat down and wrote a letter denying
that the writing was his and he sent it in to
the department, Although he was charged with
having altercd the ticket, during the appeal
ease no evidence was produced to show that
he had made the alteration. He was exoner-
ated and yet o stain was permitted to remain
on his charaeter by his being fined £1.

The Minister for Railways: They stated
what they fined him for.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But if a man i3 exon-
erated, it is presumed that be is not guilty.

The Minister for Railways: He was exon-
erated on the charge of forgery.

Hon. T. Walker: The accusation of having
gltered the ticket still remains.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The fact remains that
* a stigma remains by his having been fined £1.

The Minister for Railways: IMe was guilty
of an irregularity and was fired for that,

Hoa. T. Walker: It is more than an ir-
regulurity to alter a ticket,

Mr, WILLCOCK: T wm convinced from my
knowledge of Oakes, and from having looked
through the whoie of the evidence, that he
was not guilty.

Hon, T, Walker: Not even of an irre-
gularity,
Mr. WILLCOCK: No. The ticket was

issncd in the ordinary way; it wag given to
the person to whom it was issued and QOakes
never saw it again until it was produced to
him by the inspector without any notiece of
what he was going to do or say. Either
Oakes was pguilty and should have been
sacked, or clse he jg innocent and the de-
partment should restore his character. He ig
at the present time suffering under a grave
injastice; he Is feeling his position keenly
and because he has been fined £1, people will
be bound to think he is dishonest.

The Minister for Railways:
distinctly removed
honesty.

Hon. T. Walker: They did not.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The fact remains that
he wasg fined £1, and if & man is fined that
means that he must be guilty of an offence.
The Minister is sufficiently conversant with
law to know that if a man is eharged with
one offenee, that charge cannot be altered in
court to another one and a penalty im-
posed. Having been charged with a parti-
cular offence, and having Dbeen found not
guilty of that offeuce, it is up to the depart-
ment now to remove tho stigma which rests
on Oakes's character. In any cuse, the whole
system in conneetion with the issuing of
these tickcts should be altered. It is a very
simple matter for anyone to crase the pencil
marks from these tickets and write in seome-
thing elsc. If the department adheres to

The board
any suspicion of dis-
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this system they will have considerable
trouble with their employees, and at the same
time they will be robbed of a lot of revenue
by uuscrupulous people who happen to get
hold of these tickets. It has becn proved
that it is a simple matter for a man to get
& ticket say from BEast Northam to Northam
and alter it in any way he likes, It is pot
the sume as signing o free pass, which certain
men ouly bave the right to do. Every man
who nets as o guard is allowed to sign these
tieckets, and it is impossible to have a check
so that any inspector will know that the sig-
nature js gennine. The system should be
#lbered, beeause it leaves the employees open
to suspicion if an alteration is made by an
uuscrupulous persgn, I'rom what I can see,
it appears that this kind of thing has been
guecessively worked before.

The Minister for Railways: All the more
reagon why the department should be care-
ful,

Hon. T Walker:
unjust.

Mr. WILLCOCK: This comes in well after
the MeLeod case.

The Minister for Railways: McLeod was
exonerated by the commission and Oakes was
exonerated of the forgery charge.

Mr., WILLCOCK: I do not know how the
Minister ecan say that a man i3 exonerated
when there is still a fine against him. The file
says—

Tn view of these facts the department
vonsiders that a prima facie case of forgery
has been made out,

They then dismissed Oakes, and later on
changed their minds and charged him with an
irregularity.

The Minister for Railways: At the very
opening of the file, it says that he is charged
with an irregularity.

Hon, T, Walker: There has been no proof
of irregunlarity. :

My, WILLCOCK: It does not matter what
Oakes is charged with; the general opinien
is that he was charged with forging a ticket.

The Minister for Railways: The general
opinion? : :

Mr. WITLLCOCK: 1t is the general opinion
which counts. 1f the general opinion in the
service is that a man is a rogue, surely that
is something for him to concern himsclf ahout.
While that charge remaing against Qakes, his
character is still black, and the other cm-
ployees in the department must believe that he
wag pguilty, and that he must have committed
sonie offence, otherwise the fine wounld not have
atill stood against him. The letter from the
Minister says—

T have given careful congideration to the
ropresentations made to me by Mr. Walker,
M.L.A,, and the other members of the depu-
tation which waited uwpon me on the 11th
ultimo on belalf of Charles Oakes, a porter
employed in the Railway Departmnent, and in
reply I heg to inform you that L cannot
interfere with the decision of the board,

The letter continues-—

T am not prepared to discusa the details of

the cvidence given on the hearing of the

But they should not be
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appeal, for the provisions of Section 75 of

the Railways Act, wiich defines the powers

of the board, also declares ‘‘that the de-
cigion of the board shall be final.'?

The Minister for Railways: Read the whole
of the letter.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Another paragraph of the
letter says—

According to the papers before me, and the

statements wade at the deputation, Oakes

was charged with an irregularity in respect
to the isswe of a second class return ticket,

Meckering to Northam, on the 18th April

Iast and was dismissed,

What does an irregularity mean? It may be
that the general suspicion was that he had
forged this ticket for his owa financial and
personal benefit.

The Minister for Railways: He was exon-
erated in express terms of such a charge.

Mr, WILLCOCK: He was fined £1, and that
means that he was guilty of something. The
letter continues —

He then exercised his vight of appeal under

the Railways Act of 1904 to the board

appointed for sueh purposes under the Act.

The appeal was heard in dpee course, and

the board clearing Qakes' character of any

suggestion of dishonesty reinstated him in

the service, but for the irvegularity of which

he was found guilty by the board he was

fined £1. He wasg allowed all costs which

the hoard considered were reasenably in-

carred by Oakes in order to clear his name.
The final words in the letter are—

Under the Act, then, the decision of the

Jboard wmust in all enses be resnected by the

parties to an appeal, and I do not intend

to disturb it in this eace.

If the Minister is convinced of the innoceenece
of this man, who has been charged with a
grave offence, and still leaves that stigma upon
him, the position becomes absurd. The least
the Minister ean do in the ecireumstances, if
he is convinced that the man is not guilty of
the charge laid against him, is fo have it with-
drawn,

The Minister for Railways: T said T had
not considered the full details of the evi-
dence.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I will leave it at that.
It seems stlmlge that the department, after
having a man in their employ for abont 20
years, and picking him out for one of the
most responsible positions so far as homesty
is concerned, namely, that of a searcher in
the mrrlages, should leave this stigma upon
him. T have here a list of a page and a half
of the things that Mr. Oakes has handed in
to the department Auring the eonrge of his
career as a train searcher.

The Minister for Railways: Do you think thc
appenl board should be abolished? )

Hon. T. Walker: What has that to do with
the case?

Mr. WILLCOCK: T do net think so.

The Minister for Railways: And do you think
the members of it should be dismissed?

Hon. T. Walker:
for the post.

Some of them are not fit -
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Mr. WILLCOCK: I say, so far ag the ap-
peal board and other eourts are concerned,
that the poeple who are prosecuting—in this
cage the Railway Department—are there to
secure a convietion. 1 knew from experience
that the railway officers, once having a case
given to them, get into trouble at the hands
of the Commissioner if they do not obtain a
vietory.

The Minister for Railways: That ia o very
sweeping aecensation to nake, which cannot be
proved or denied.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In any ordinary police
court procedurve, or the procedure of another
court, once a man starts out on a case he
must try to be successful in it. In this par-
tienlar case the Railway Department do not
like to he beaten on an appenl. The officers
think they lose prestige if they are defeated
on an appeal, They think there is something
against them if they do not win npon it.

Mr, Green: They like to be on a win.

-Mr. WILLCOCK: I have heard a man say,
‘I am not going to take the responsibility of
having lost this case. Someone else is to
blame, and will have to take the blame when
the Conunissioner kicks up o row,’’ The
Commissioner tries to be just, no doubt, and
thinks he is just, but he does not like to
think that any appeal should go against him
whieh will seem to indicate that he has acted
in an unjust manner. In this case a decision
was gome te that the man shonld be dismissed,
and that he was guilty of a serious offence,
otherwise he would not have Dbaen dismissed.
When the appeal comes along, there is not
snflicient evidence to prove the offenee, but on
a technival victory he is fined £1, and there
is still npon his® character this stain. I hope
the Minister will go into the matter and will

tlo something to elcar this man’s charac-
ter. With regard {fo the poliecy of the
department  in connection  with  railway

facilities at outhack centres, I would gay that
in my own distriet the department has said
te anyone who made a request for stock yards,
that if they would provide the labour the
Railway Department would provide the ma-
terinl, If facilities are nccessary at any par-
ticular siding, the Railway Department ought
to be in a position finaneially to provide such
facilities without ealling npoen any particular
section of the community to take part in pro-
viding them. Tn actual practice the Railway
Department send the material along and the
tradesman is supposed to supervise the work,
hut in reality he does it. The whole cost ia
horne by the department except the labour
of a couple of men. Men have heen re-
trenched in the Railway Department becanse
the department absolutely demands that any-
ong who wants any facilities provided must
provide the labour, otherwise it wil not be
granted, and the result has been that men
have been retrenched from that department,
or transferred to another. beeanse so much
labour hags bheen provided by private persons.
Peonle do not want to be done out of the
faeilities to which they are entitled. I should
like to say n few words in regard to the policy
of the Railway Department in connecetion
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1\‘1[1-. Smith: Perhaps they were nsing Collie
coal.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not know, but it is a
well-known faet that it is possible to locate
a railway engine at night time with greater
ease than it is possible to locate artillery or
an  ambulance during the day. There is
cnough evidence fo convinee us that the men
who belong to the Railway Corps run con-
siderable risks,

Mr. Willeock: Some of the officers of the
ALY, do not run any risk at all

Mr. DAVIES: That is so, but taking every-
thing into consideration, even though the rail-
way section is only a small section in com-
parigson with the AT, that is no reason why
the Government should discriminate between
them and other members of the forces.

The Minister for Railways: The diserimina-
tion was made before they left the State.

Hon. T. Walker: It was wrong at any time,

Mr, DAVIES: Howaver, it iz only a small
matter that I am asking the Government to
do, and it is that, nowithstanding the definite
replies whieh have been given to the series of
questions asked in the House, the Government
shall not endorse the policy of the Commis-
sioner, and that they will even at this stage
give tha House n promise that they will re-
congider the matter, Now that the armistice
has been signed and there is o possibility of
peace being proclaimed before Christmas, the
men will be returning to the State. 1 have
heard it said that some members of the Rail-
way Corps joined mercly to take jobs away
from Trenchmen, and that their desire also
was to get world-wide experience. Many of
the members of the Railway Corps, hewever,
were foreed to join that corps hecause they
were physically unfit to join any other section.
The uncharitable remarks which have been
made will be endorsed by the Government of
the day if they continue the policy of dis-
crimination. Those unkind remarks will eer-
tainly be thrown up to the men on their return,
if the Goveérnment do unot adopt a different
attitnde, Aloreover, if the Government do not
accedo to the request which T have made, the
action of the Commissioner will be conducive
to bad fecling on the return of those men from
France. There is nothing more to be said in
regard to that particular matter other than
that T would again stress the point that a
small company like the Midland Railway Com-
pany ean pay its employees whether they are
in the Railway Corps or in any other section,
and if that be the case the Government should
surcly be able to do likewise. There is another
matter that T wish to touch upon, and it refers
to the minimum rvate of pay. So far as I
understand it—and T have some knowledge of
railway work—previously to the employecs
going to the Arbitration Court there was a
minimum and a maximum rate. Speaking from
memory, the minimum for guwards, as men-
tioned by tho member for Geraldton, was 10a.
*Gd. a day, and I think the maximum was 12s.
Gd. Tn the past it has been the practice of
the Railway Department that where there is a
minimum and a maximum laid deswn, the de-
partment pay the minimum and the men seldom

reach the maximum, with the result that the
men with a few years of cxperience of this
matter go for what they call the mean, and
get something between the 10s. 6d. and the
123, 6d. The men went to the eourt—I do not
know what they asked for, but it is a fact
that the court granted an average wage which
amownted to 2d. o day less than the average
wage between 10s. 6d. and 12s. 64,

The Minister for Railways: They made it
the minimum,

Mr., DAVIES: They made it a flat rate. It
was 1ls. 1d. a day.

Mr. Willeock: The court did not say they
were not going to allow the men to go above it.

Mr. DAVIES: I think the old Aet laid it
down that the wage struck by the Arbitration
Court should be the wage of the least eompe-
tent worker. The Act has heen amended since
then, The rate that the eourt struck is-for
what we might term an average worker., There
are good and poor workers, and in the past
the eourt-—they had to, according to the Legis-
luture—deelared the wage for the least com-
petent workgrs in the industry.

Mr. Willcock: They got auntomatic inereases,
and these were taken from them.

Mr, DAVIES: The amending Aet preseribed
the rate for what might be termed the average
man,

Mr. Munsie: And it was the best vourse to
adopt, in my opinion,

Mr. DAVIES: I am not disputing that. The
court departed from the minimum and the
naximum and brought it up to something he-
tween the two. Tt is very hard to decide be-
tween wmien; I am prepared to admit that. But
when a man is working alongside another who
is getting perhaps 1s. more, that is not con-
ducive to the smooth working of the industry
those men are engaged in, Of course we must
admit there are men whoe are better than
others. An employer should have the right
to say how much above the flat rate e shonld
pay. T wish, however, to deal more with the
minimum rate paid in the railways to-day.
The eourt has decided that the minimmm wage
for railway workers shall be 9a, 7d. a day, and
in face of that fact a previous Covernment
granted a war bonus bringing the wage up to
10s. T understand that is to remain in foree
until six months after peace is declared. T
hope that that increase will be kept in opera-
tion until the men have an opportunity of
agiin going before the court. T should like,
if it is at all possible, that the diserimination
shown between married and the single men
ghould be removed, and that the wages of 10s,
per day should be the minimum wage of Gov-
ernment railway employees. I will give reasons
whieh appeal to me why that should be the
case. I certainly agree that a man who has a
family has been very hard hit, mueh harder
hit, in fact. than a single man perhaps without
responsibilities, But there iz a time coming
after the war when there are cmployers who
will take advantage of that diserimination,
and if this svstem is ailowed to continue

Mr, O’Loghlen: It will have a boomerang
effect.
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Mr. DAVIES: There is no doubt it will in-
duce some employers to say, ‘‘All right, we
will give the married men more than the single
men.’’ And perhaps the majority of em-
ployecs being married men will accept those
conditions.  The time then will arrive when
the employers, to save that extra pay, will take
advantage of that clause to say that for the
future they are going to employ single men.
As the member for Forrest interjected, this
will have a boomerang effect. I mmn going to
ask the Government that they should not be
the first to lead the way in this diserimination
against employees. ‘Fhere is another matter T
want to refer to, although it is rather o small
matter to bring up in the Mounse, yet T think
it is worthy of attention. It ddeals with the
question of the lavatory accommodation at the
Perth station. T had cceasion duving the visit
of the French Mission to motice a number of
travellers going to the lavatories to have a
brush-up and perhaps clean their boots, and
when I went in there I was amazed, if not
staggered, to notice how poor the accommmodsa-
tion was for an important central station, The
conditions obtaining te-day at the Perth sta-
tion are not those that should exist there, and
I hope the Minister will send a note along to
the Commissioner drawing his attention to the
poor conveniences that are provided for tra-
vellers who desire to make their toilet at the
station. Theve are other matters that one
eould deal with, but it is not my desire to
delay the legitimate bnsiness of the Assembiy.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.45]: T would
like to receive from the Minister in charge of
this vote an idea of what the policy is to be
in the immediate future in connection with the
railways of the State. I should like to read
n few cxtracts from the Commissioner’s re-
port in order to show the stand T am taking,
The Commissioner says—

The loss in working has been brought
ahont by circomstances arising out of the
war, combined with the inereasing amount
which has had to be provided each year to
meet interest charges. without a commen-
surate inerease in business to provide the
additional earnings neeessary io meet such
lability.

Then he goes on to say—
During  the year 4,084510 train miles
were run, whieh is a decrense of 495,701
miles compared with the previous year. Tn
view of the nceessity for economy, the train
mileage was kept down to the lowest reason-
able minimum, consistent with the deeline
-in traffie.

And further—
Compared with the previous year, the earn.
ings have inercased to the extent of 6.35d.
per train mile, and the working cxpenses by
7.82d. As the gross revenne was £60,994
lcas than last year, it will be apparent that
the improved rate of earnings is due to the
reduction in train mileage. The iuercased
working expenses are likewise dne to the re-
duction in train mileage,

Tt will be noted that the chief causes of the

decrease in revenue of the railways is alleged

to be consequent upon the war ¢onditions, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

it is pointed out that, owing to the deereased
mileage run, there has been a falling away in
the earnings and an increase in the expendi-
ture. Recently I put in an application by way
of deputation to the Minister for Railways,
asking him to give me an inereased train ser-
vice over the Boyanup-Busselton section. I
have not yet received from the Minister any-
thing hut a verbal reply, which was to the
effect that on a reduced mileage the railway
under guestion had provided inercased earn-
ings; and it was held as an argument that
therefore the reduced ‘serviee should bhe main-
tained. When we see that, according to the
Commissioner of Railways, on a redueced ser-
vie€ there is a loss of earnings and an in-
craage in expenditure, it seems rather -Giber-
tian. I think any ovdinary Minister or Com-
missioner would say that inereased earnings
shonll be accepted as an argument for im-
proving the service. However, the Minister
for Railways has said that it is an argument
for maintaining the service unimproved., I
doresay the same argument conkd be made to
apply to many other lincs. Again, we find this
in the Commissioner’s report—

Taking the year 1914-15, the ecarnings
from the carringe of loeal timbers were
£333,384, and represented 23.26 per cent. of
the total goods traffic. TFor the year just
closed, the earnings werc £109,679, or a de-
cline of £223,705; whilst the tonnage hanled
represented only 11,42 per cent. of the total
goods traffic. Therefore, the effect of the
dislocation of the timber trade, through in-
ability to export, has been most marked on
the operations of the railways,

T maintain that a great portlon of the timber
traflic went over the Jine in respect of which I
huve asked for an improved service. Yet in
spite of the falling away of the goods traffic
this line showed incrensed veturns. Sings the
war is over, I am surc that altered conditions
will shortly obtain and that the inerensed cost
in the rcqnircments of the railways will be a
declining factor, This prospect should be an
arpument with the Minister when considering
his deeison. T is a vital matter, not only to
my distriet but to many other districts, and I
think the Minister shounld make a definite
statement as to his intention. The line to
which T have referred has its terminns close to
a State butter faetory. The railway service
during this season ig (uite inadcquate, and if
the Government desires the factory to progress
and the qnality of the hutter to be main-
tdined, an  immediate improvement s
essential, Most certainly a Dbetter ser-
vice should be provided on that small
seetion of railway, especially as T under-
gtand it only means an additional cost
of an extra gang of three or four men.
Tt is Dt a very small item, and on the indi-
cation furnished to me that the line is show-
ing an increased return, T think my request
was fully justified. I trust the Minister will
review his decision in this respect. Then therg
is the question of the grading of railway sta-
tions. I hope that the Minister will he able to
inform me that, so soon ns normal eonditions
return, the re-grading of the station at Bus-
selton will be attended to. Another question in
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regard to the same line is that of Capel sta-
tion, which to-day ig practically an mnattended
stding. Capel sends away a great deal of
fruit, potatoes and other commoditics, and the
only attendant is a woman, who is the care-
taker and whe receives the handsome remun-
eration of 10s. pcr week for deing a station-
master’s work. T brought this wuder the notice
of the Minister for Railways with a view to
securing for that woman seme more reasonable
remuneration, but I was not able to achieve
my objeect. It must be apparent to most hon.
members that the tramway serviee is in great
need of special attention. Somec of the cars
ought to be serapped. They are not safe for
people to travel in, A little more attention
might be paid to the upkeep and the clean-
liness of the ecars, whiech are disgraceful to
ride in. :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [3.35]: We notice with regret that
the railway revenue has not yet begun to
mend. I am doubtful whether the Government
are going the right way about increasing the
revenne, The Government are shifting a Tot of
wheat from Geraldton to the metropolitan area
to he gristed, and instead of carrying it on
their own railway they are paying to have it
carried on the Midland railway. I do not
know whether or not it is because they have
too mueh revenue. I admit that the distance
by the State railway is a little more than that
by the private railway, but if the Government
could earfy the wheat at only a slight margin
over aetual working expenses, I think they
should use their own railway, and not hand
over to a private company the haulage of large
quantitiea of wheat and afterwards come to
the House and say that the railways will not
pay, beeavse the traffic is not there. I was
very mueh surprised to find that the Railway
Department cannot carry this wheat from
Geraldton to Perth as cheaply as it can he
earried by the Midland Company,

Hon. J. Mitehell: It is a longer distance.

Hon. W. 0, ANGWIN: I admit that, but if
the Government railways got only the smallest
margin over and above the =aetual cost of
haulage it would be profitable. T do not know
what The rate is.

Mr Maley: Tt is 1ls. per tonm.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T was old 12s. 6d.
I think that if the Railway Department made
anything over working expenses on the ear-
riage of this wheat, it would pay them to
carry it, and the balance could go as a con-
tribution to the interest and sinking fund on
the construction of the line. '

Mr. Smith: The Midland Railway Company
are ecarrying wool from the Murchison and
beating the Government line,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But in the case of
the wheat the Government are themselves pro-
viding the money with which to pay for the
carriage. The statement that it is the Pool’s
money is all *“hunkum.’”’ It iz the State’s
inoney, and the Pool will never meet its own
expenses, I notice that in the railway report
—particular attention has been drawn to this
part in the Press recently—it is stated, under
the heading of ‘¢ Unremunerated services’’—
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Special serviees were rendered on behalf
of the Govermment to the valne of £8,943,
ar £7,465 in excess of the £1,500 Treasury
Vote which is grauted this department to
cover the cost of such services.

T am of opinion that if the Commissioner were
charged for all services rendcred to him by
other departments, he would be in a worse
position that he is at present. In the course
of hiz own report we fird 10 pages dealing
with various blocks of land which have been
resnmed for him by the Works Department
during the past ycar. The Commissioner pays
nothing for that work. Serviees arve rendered
him by the Crown Law Department, by the
Health Department, and by bther deparé-
ments, anounting in the aggregate to many
thousand pounds worth of work, for which
the Commissioner does not pay anything. Yet
he reports to Parliament and to the Press
all that he himself does for nothing., It might
be better if we paid him for his serviees and
charged him for services rendered to him. I
notige that at the begiuning of the year the
railway men were sent to the Arbitration
Court for the purpose of getting an award in
regard to their wages. No matter what the
member for Guildford says, the court fixes the
minimum wage which has to be paid te any
man.

Mr. Davies: That is not what I said.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
said that the court fixed the minimum wage
for the average Worker.

Mr, Davies: That is the Act.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not the Act.
The court has only to take into consideration
in fixing the wages what is necessary for
the average worker to live upon, in comfort,
not the wages of the nverage worker.

Mr, Davies: I accept your correction.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Act says that
ne minimum rate of wage or other remuncra-
tion shall be prescribed which is not sufficient
to enable the average worker, to whom it ap-
plies, to live in reasonable comfort. The
minimum wage which s fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court iy for the least competent worker,

Mr, Davies: It used to be,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is 0 nt present
and not fixed for the average worker. T
think the Government, when the arbitration
award is fixed, should take into corsideration
the positions of the men employed, in the
same way that a private employer would do.
In the case of carpenters, private employvers
ara in many cases paying 1s, a day more than
the arbitration rate in order to get better men,
but when we come to the Government, no
matter how good a man is or what respon-
sibility he carries, he is wonly paid the mini-
mum rate set down in the award. Some of
our fettlers, who have Dbeen in control of
long lengths of line and have seen to their
safe keeping, had been getting 1s. a day over
the wages of the ordinary fettler prior to the
arbitration award. Immediately that award
was delivered, the 1s. a dny was removed. If
it was right and just that this s, should
have been paid prier to the nward, it is also
right and justifiable that it should be paid
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after the award. If men were asked to earry
out a superior class of work entitling them
to an increasc before the award was deliv-
ered, there should be no alteration after the
award is made, and the same terms and con-
ditions should apply. According to the Hsti-
mates we have before us this year, every de-
partment has had provision made for auto-
mati¢ increases. I regref that there is no such
thing as an antomatic increase in the Rail-
way Department. In the last agreement, to
which the Minister has rcferred as having
boen fixed up satisfactorily and which he said
will mean further increases so far as the
expenditure is concerned, provision is made
for automatic inereases. These inereases did
apply some years ago in the Railway Depart-
ment, and first class men in the gerviee used
to receive antomatic increments, This ab-
sence of inereases will tend to cause dissatis-
faction in the department, and if the men
are dissatisfie? we shall not get good work
from them.

Mr. Smith: That is the state of affairs
now,
Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: 1f preferential

treatment is shown between CGovernment de-
partments, dissatisfaction is bownd to he
brought about,

Mr. Smith: ¥ is rampant new,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In answer to the
hon. member, I would say that the action
which has bheen taken since the arbitration
award was delivered, has not led to that sat-
isfaction which one has a right to expect in a
Government department,

Hon. J. Mitehell: Some of them have had
substantial increases.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Some did and some
did not get them,

Hon, J. Mitchell: There were no deereases.

Hon. Wi C. ANGWIN: No, but those who
were getting incrensed wages prior to the
award arc now kent at the minimum rate,
and the men have become dissatisfied. T Fe-
commend the Minister to go into the matter

and  sec that everything which canses
dissatisfaction in  eitr railway service
ia removed, We are going through very

serious tintes, and we kuow that the air is
eleetrical. Not only here, but in other parts
of the world, this is the case, though per-
haps not so mueh here as elsgwhere. We do
not know what will happen noext. We muat,
above all, endecavour so far as possible
throughout Aunstralia to earry out our work
in such a peaceful manner that we will get
over winy of the difficulties w¢ have had to
go through during the last four years, and
set an example to other parts of the world.
We have to be careful, and we must do uc-
thing or say nothing at present which will
have any tendencv to canse discontent. Tn
passing, T would like to say that it would be
1 good thing if the Government woukld place
some form of censorship npon one or two of
our newspapers, the ‘‘Daily News?’ for in-
stance. The Estimates before us aro in lump
sums as usual, and we are not in possession
in detail of the variows serviees which have
been rendered. T am glad that the Minister
will assist the fund which has heen aui-
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seribed to by the railway men in connection
with casualiies in the service. There is no
doubt that good work has been done by tais
fund. The present Minister for Works is res-
ponsible for that position so far as the mouey
is concerned. 1 am plensed that the Minis-
ter for Railways i3 going to subsidise this
funqd thigs year, because we know well that
many of the persons, who have a claim un
the fund have been unable to obtain the
money on aceount of the lack of finances,

The Minister for Railways: Some have had
to wait,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There has been so
much to distribute, on account of the number
of men who have been killed, that it has
been impossible to distribute all the fumls
that were intended for distribution. It is a
good move on the part of the Minister to
help those men who, hitherto, have bhelpad
themselves, Those who help themselves are
deserving of assistance, and these men have
undoubtedly done so.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [6.7]:
There has been already excellent material -
vanced showing the carvelessness and indii-
fercnee with which the large body of om-
ployees that are needful for the running of
our railways has been treated. So far as
Government supervision iz concerned, or
Ministerial responsibility, it seems to be en-
tirely absent. The Minister, as we should
judge, is no more than a figurchead or a
rubber stamp. I do not know whether 1t 13
heeause the Railways Aet gives such powers
to the Commissioncr and makes him almost
infallible and irreproachable so far as eriti.
ciam is eoncerned from owntsiders, or whether
it ts because of the general apathy in res-
pect to duty on the part of those who oceupy
these positions. T have never known in my
expericnee here—and it has not been a little
one—such Ministerial slowness. This cave-
lessness is most eunlpable, so far as the admin-
istration of the Railway Department is con-
eerned. Letters have been sent requiring
answers and deputations which could have
bheen answered in the course of a week have
waited months for a reply. I do not know
what idea the Minister for Railways can have
as to his position.

The Minister for Works: Had it to do with
the management or the policy, or bhoth?

Hon. T. WALKER: It seems to me it has
to do with hoth. T want to know, particularly
in regard to policy, what single step has been
taken by the Minister as a Minister, to re-
view the inegualities in vegard to our sol-
diers abroad when they have enlisted from
the ranks of the Railway Service, That is
a matter of policy and one which concerns the
whole welfare of the State. It iz o matter
upon which our honour is comeerned in this
war. What single thing has bgen done by
the Minister to review that abnormal posi-
tion? The war has been fought by men in
every grade and by men in every section.
Every man who has heen serviceable. even in
a transport, is as mueh deserving of credit
and honour as the men who, by being in un-
other unit, have been put into the trenches.
They have all helped to save Australin, and
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have all been absolutely necessary, and the
position they have taken up bas been the re-
sult more or less of aceident. The men guali-
fied as ratlwuy men have been ueeded. The
men at the Front could never have heen
effectually served, so as to keep up their
counrage, bravery, and success, had it not
been for the way in which they have been
served by the railways, which were rapidly
Inid and snceessfully used by those who lave
left the Railway Scrvice here and elsewhere
for that purpose. I cannot conceive that
apathy towards the public service whiel has
been exhibited by the Minister for Railwayy
in allowing a diserimination of that kind te
pass. DBecause a man does not get into the
danger that others are in he shall be disrated,
according to the Minigter,

Mr. Davies: And he may be, too.

Hen, T. WALKER: As shown by the memn-
ber for Ceraldton, these men have been in
danger all the time they have been there.
Their risks are enormous. Ie has not only
the letters, but the evidence in the historieal
records of men who have been awarded for
bravery in facing danger and the risk of
death, Nothing has been done by the Min-
ister to review these cases.

Sitting suspended from G615 to 7.30 p.n.

Hen, T. WALKER: Before tea I was say-
ing that in the maiter of policy the Minister
for Railways has been most indifferent to the
welfare of those who have left the Railway
Department in order to serve their country
at the Front. In this instance he cannot shield
himself behind the Railways Act as in another
instince he has done, because this ease con-
cerns one of those fumetions which belong
purcly to the provinee of admiuistration. The
State cannot afford to make distinctions be-
tween various scctions of its own employces.
The railway men are just as mueh in the publie
service, although governed by a special Aet,
as is any other class of Government employees,
What is done in all other State departments in
the interests of the country, for the furtheranee
of that enthusinsm and that loyalty and that
patriotism which have been characteristic of
Western Australia during the war, shonld be
done in the Railway Department also. 1£ cver
there was designed a method of making men
discontented, and even disloyal, of making them
feel that they have mo interest to serve in the
welfare of their own land, it is the method
which has been adopted in regard to the men
who have left our railway service in erder to
o to the Front. In fact, all the way through,
if the design had been.to make the men discon-
tented, to make them feel that they were being
treated as slaves, and not as free citizens, that
design could not have been hetter served than
hy the Minister’s policy in this connection.
And the excuses which have been made in order
to justify this policy! The Minister, who is
placed there by the people to see that wrongs
of this kind are not committed, urges that
these men who leave the railwav service in
order to do railway work at the Front are in
no imminent danger of death. In faet, he says
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that they run practicatly ne risks, But they
leave the railway service in order to protect
this ecuntry in any way they can ouce they get
to the Front. 'We conld have never won the
war, the men could never have heen kept at
the [ront, the fighting could not possibly have
continved, had it not been for the faithful
sorvice of the railway men.

The Minister for Railways: Hear, hear!

Hou. T, WALKER: And they are to be pun-
ished, they are to be marked as not running
the ricks ot their eemrades. Tt has been shown
that they have run, and do rum, serious risks;
that members of the Railway Corps have re-
ceived the rewards of the brave and the heroic.
And when the question is asked here, whether
the policy adopted by the Commissioner in this
case is endorsed by the Govermment, we re-
ceive from the Minister for Railways the
answer, ‘* Yes, it is.’’ I want to know to-night
if that policy is to be continued,

Hon, P. Collier: And the Commitice want to
know,

Hon. T. WALKER: I want to know to-night
if there is to be any rétracing of the steps
of the Government.

The Minister for Railways: Everybody wants
to know,

Hon, T. WALKER: The country wants to
know, and the railway men want to know.

The Minister for Railways: Hear, lear!

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister may try
to throw the subject aside by a supercilious
jest. His supercilivus conduct all the way
throngh in the administration of the Railway
Department is precisely what T am complain-
ing about. He las not taken his office seri-
ously; lie has not given his Irains and attention
in the measurc that the importance of his
post demands. That is what I complain of, The

Minister has allowed things to drift. He has
been o mere echo; not o Minister. e is not

treating either the country or the railway cm-,
ployces as is required.

The Minister for Railways: T am prepared
te leave the railway men to judge. I am not
asking for your judgment.

Hon. T. WALKTER: The railway men may
jndge in a way which the country will not like,
T do not say that it will affect the Minister for
Ratlways much, but certoinly it will affeet
the country. These constant pinpricks, these
constant wrongs, this nnvarying indifference
to promises ond to right, will lead the men
ultimately into a state of revolt, for which
no one will be able to blame them.

The Minister for Railways: Now we are
getting to it.

TTon. T. WALKER: We are on thin ice. I
know somgthing of the spirit of these men.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Kanowna has made some statement.

Hon. T. WALKER: I regret to have to
make snch statements.

Mr. Foley: The hon. member, when in office,
resented such stotements when they eame from
the other side.

Hon. P. Collier: When?

The Minister for Railways: I am not resent-
ing those statements.
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Hon. P. Collier: The member for Leonora is
talking nonsense. The member for Kanowna
never resented such statements.

Mr. Foloy: Yes, he did.

Hon, P. Collier: When and where?

Hen. T. WALKER: I do not know to what
the mewmber for Leonora alludes; but can he
deny that the position is as T bhave stated it
Can the hon, member deny that the railway
men are justified in complaining of the dis-
tinction made? Can he deny that they are

right?

My. Foley: No; but I have heard you com-
plain

Hon. T. WALKER: The member for

Leonora has nover heard of either myself or
of any other memher sitting on this side of
the Chamber eommitting sueh acts of injustiecc
as thesc.

Mr. Feoley:
complain——

Hen. T. WALKER: That sort of assertion
is all right for strect corners, hut it is not
proper of the hon. member to lower the dig-
nity of this Assembly by sueh unfounded re-
proaches. 1 say there has never been in the
cage of any previous Government’s carcer such
callousnéses and indiference as have been dis-
played in regard to these vital matters by the
present Minister for Railways whilst he has
heen in office. And not enly in this regard
does the Minister adopt the Conunissioner’s
poliey without in any sense of the word criti-
cising it, reviewing it, or inspecting it. He
adopts the Commissioner’s poliey simply be-
cause the policy is sugeested to him. He
adopts it withont regard for the rest of the
community at all, without regard to the fitness
of things, without regard to the eritical posi-
tion in which the whole Empire iz placed
through the adoption of a policy of that kind.
It is a policy that tends to weaken the nervous
strength of the community, and not to foster
a loyal enthusinsm. Ta the same way there
liag been, first and last, all through the life of
this Ministry, a policy of discouragement. The
question has heen asked of the Minister by
the railway employees, ‘“When are you going
to honour the promises which have been made
of a classification’’ There has not been a
step taken towards classification. The rail-
way men have come te the Minister to ask for
what is granted in other branches of the pub.
lie service, and he has turned them callously
aside.  Deputations have been played with,
have sometimes been refused a hearing. That
is the treatment accorded to men who have had
to fight the battle of life, which is brought
upon them by the critical conditions of the
era in which we live, with prices going up,
and the diffieulties of keeping a family enor-
mously inereased. Al through that period the
railway men have knoeked at the Minister’s
door and asked, ‘‘When are we to get jus-
tiece?’’ and there has been no response, no
answer to the question. Do hon. membera
wonder that I should have to make the state-
ment that the men cannot always tolerate sueh
indifference, that a time will come when they
will have to assert their own dignity ns men,
for the protection of their familics? Can one

I have heard the hon. member
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wender that there is discoutent abroad in eir-
cumstances of this kind? But if we want to
sce the conduct of the Minister in ity true
light, let us ecome down to an individual case
—-the ense alluded to by the member for Ger-
aldton (Mr. Willecoek). It is my privilege to
know something of that case. The matter was
placcd before the Minister for Railways not
only by myself, but by other members of an
influential deputation, representing practically
the whole of the railway serviee; and from
the date of that deputation up till yesterday
no teply has been received from the Minister.

Hon, P, Collier: How long is it since the
deputation?

Hon. T. WALKER: Over two months,

The Minister for Railways: - What?¢

Hon. T. WALKER: What was the date of
the deputation?

The Minister for Railways:
my letter.

Hon. T. WALKER: The letter snys—

I have given carcful consideration to the
request made to me by Mr, Walker, M.L.A.,
and the other mombers of the deputation
which waited on me on the 11th ultime.
"The Minister for Railways: That is the

date.

Hon. T, WALKER: And all this time one
wng waiting for an answer. Tt is close on
two months. Ou the 11th ultimo a deputation
waited on the Minister, and until yesterday
no answer was reecived. How can the Minis-
ter elaim {o be attenlive to his duties when
for all that time a wman is left under the
stigma of being a guilty person, and is still
under that stigma by this very letter? I want
the House to understand the nnture of this
ease, because it is in small matters that we
gauge the character of individuals, Qakes is
a railway porter and a ticket colleetor on the
trains.  Between Meckering and Northam he
issued a railway ticket in such s manner as
tickets are issued on those trains. There is an
original ticket whick is preserved and a dupli-
eate underneath in green, and as the names
are written on the white surface the ticket
undlerneath is impressed, and becomes a fae-
gimile, That ticket was issued, the fare was
4s. 2{.. and afterwards the ticket was picked
up, and instead of being Meckering to Nor-
tham, as originally issued and as showing on
the white ticket, ‘‘Northam’’ had been par-
tially rabbed out ard the word ‘‘Perth’’ had
been written over it. Oakes’s name had been
written on a different portion of the ticket
from that on which it appcared on the white
ticket. Weeks passed without Oukes knowing
anything at all about it. Without a moment’s
warning he was called into the office at the
Ferth station and shown the green ticket, and
asked whether it was his handwriting, The
imitation of Oakes’s handwriting was very
pood, though not perfect, and Oakes, who saw
it without his spectacles, said frankly, ‘‘Yes,
that is my writing,’’ just as any hon. member,
if he were confronted with a forged eheque—
an  admirable imitation of his writing—
would say, ‘‘Yes, that is my writing.’’”
Qakes wasg asked to explain it, and he said
T cannot.’’ T want hon. members to know

It iz shown in
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that at that very interview with the inspee.
tor, Oakes said he had never done anything
wrong, and that if there was anything wrong
with the ticket e was not responsible. He
telt worried about this writing, which he
said afterwards that while it resembled his
he had not written it. He asked permission
to get his spectacles to examine it more
elosely, but he wns not allowed to leave the
room. A stutement was drawn up and be
was asked to sign it. Ile did not compose the
statement; it was composed for him by the
oficer.

The Minister for Works:
sign it if it was not right?

Hon, T. WALKER: He signed it because
he could give no other explanation.

Mr. Smith: He thought it was his writing.

Hon. T. WALKER: He was coinfronted
with what he could not help but say was his
writing, as it was like his writing. Tt was
not diffienlt of imitatiom, and it was after-
wards proved that it eould be imitated by
the simplest amateur. TIn order to under-
stand how Oakes’s signature was obtained to
the doenment, it is neccessary to understand
the chavacter of the man. Oakes is an ex-
ceedingly simple-minded man, net quick of
mind, bwt perfectly honest and straightfor.
ward. For his own safety from ruin he
would not sereen himself by telling what ap-
peared to be a falsehood. To him, the simple-
winded man, it was his writing. His analy-
tical ability was sueh that be could noft con-
ecive an explanation as to how it got there.

Mr. Smith: Where was the ticket found?

Hon. T. WALKER: It eame throngh some
channel into the andit office. But L think
T conl@ explain it. That ticket was forged in
Nartham, in my opinion, and on that ticket,
the forger travelled to Perth.

The Minister for Works: How could he get
it to forge?

Hon. T. WALKER: The train on which
the ticket was issued arrived in Northam in
the carly morning, and there arc no ticket
collectors at the barriers. The ticket got
abroad, and afterwards it turned wp in the
audit office. 'The only thing there is that
wonld lead to the supposition that Oakes
wrote the green ticket, which did not cor-
respond with the white ticket, was that the
white tieket was for the jourmey from
Meckering to Northam, the fare being 4s.
24., 3s. 84. fare with 6d. extra for getting the
ticket on the train. Tt is in the green ticket

Why did he

that the alterantion has taken place. IFirst of
all the 4s, 2d. wag left visibly there. Part of

‘¢ Northam?’’ was left there. When I saw the
ticket first T could read ‘Neortham’’ under
¢t Perth.’?
Onkes was there, and it had been copied a
little to the right of it and afterwards rubbed
out. Now, no railway forger, no man of
experience, would have obliterated the ticket
in that way, leaving it possible to detect the
original exactitude of the ticket with the
white one. Tt was dene by an amateur, by
somebody whe did not know that that ticket
wouldl get back again into the audit depart-
ment, and there possibly be detected. Tf it

Part of the original signature of .
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had been done by a railway expert. hiding
up his tracks, the 4s. 2d. would huave not
been left .on it. Therc is the means of Qe-
tection straight away. Tt was dowe Dy some-
body whe had been influgnced by the Me-
Leod case, and was trying experiments on
his own. He travelled to Perth on the ticket,
and it was only when it got into the aundit
office that the alterations were notiged.

Mr. Bmith: Wasg it the original ticket that
wus issued, or the fnesimile?

Hon. T. WALKER: It was the earbon
copy. The original ticket is perfect; it is
there in Oakes’s writing, and it is oun the
green carbon ticket that the duplieate trae-
ing of tho original ticket exists.

The Minister for Works:
altered the fare.

Hon. T. WALKER: No, that is what a
railwiy man would bave done; he would
have put the fare to Perth on it. The forgery
was the work of . man who had a bit of
leisure in Northam and who wis coming on
to Perth. He tried the experiment and got
through. I believe I could place my hand on
the very man who did it. I almest hud evi-
denee of it in my office.

Mr. Smith: Do you know whether the ear-
bon system is still used by the department?

Hon. T. WALKER: TUndoubtedly.

Mr. Smith: After the MeLeod case?

Hon, T. WALEKER: Yes, it is stiil used,
and there is the enormity of it. No man in
the railway serviee is safe ‘while that system
exists. No man can be saved from being charged
with forgery, and as sure as he is charged
and goes before the board as at present con-
gtituted he will be eonvicted; and as sare as
we have such a Minister for Railways as we
hava now, the convietion will stand.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you are fair to the appeal board.

Hon., T. WALKER: Absolutely fair. I
have heard all the evidence and there is not
one word of proof that ean conviet Oakes of
an irregularity.

The Minister for Works: What qid they
specify the irregularity to be®

HMon. T. WALEKER: 7The alteration of n
ticket.

Mr. Smith: But if guilty of that, he is
guilty of forgery.

Hon, T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, But the
charge against him was that he had wanipu-
lated that ticket,

“The Minister for Works:
could he have had$

Hon. T. WALKER: None. That is the ab-
surdity of it. Now, am I unjust to the bhoard?
There could be no motive in it. T want the
Minister to know that not only at the prelim-
ary examination did he protest that he had
done nothing wrong, not only afterwards did
he write a report, and say he had not doune
wrong, but on oath he declared that he had
never altered that ticket and that he had never
seen it nfter it passed to the purchaser until
he was shown it by the inspector. And, what
is more, the man who purchased it said that
Oakes wrote it and tore it out of his book and
handed it to the purchaser, who put it in his

They never

What motive
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pocket and kept it there wvniil he returned
later to Northam aiter he had been te Perth,
The Minister for Works: Does dhat man
want one to believe that he paid only 4s. 2d.
for a return ticket from Meckering to Perth?
lion, T, WALKEKR: He pretends that he
got another ticket at Northam. That is where
the suspicion is, To my mind, it is even more
than suspicion. He cleared Oakes. There is
no evidence to show that Oakes altered that
ticket. The whole of the evidence was dead
against hig having done so, and he denied upon
oath that he was guilty of even an irregularity.
Of eourse, it he was guilty at all, he was guilty
of perjury, seeing that he swore that he was
not guilty. To tell me that a man guilty of
sneh an irregularity and of the perjury is fit
to be reinstated, 13 absurd. Yet, they rein-
stated him in his office and so said he was fit
to continue that kind of work, while still
fining him £1. Tor what? Let me protest
agninst the way in which it is endeavoured
to make light of it. Quoting the board, and
the Minister cndorses it, they say mnow thag
there was only an irregularity committed, and
that he was perfeetly honest, that no suspicion
was cast upon his honour or his honesty.
Mr. Smith; There cannot he any half-way

house.
Hon. T. WALKER: That is the whole
point.

The Minister for Railways: The ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ said there was o half-way house.

Hon. T. WALKER: Nor is there. Either
the man is gnilty or he is not guilty, and if he
is not guilty you ¢annot fine him £1. T have
watched the progress of that trial. This is what
took place: As the evidence procesded it was
perfectly clear that Oakes could not be
hrought in guilty of dishonesty., The man who
bought the ticket paid 4s. 24. for it, and Oakes
accounted for the 4s. 2d4. in his hook. But it
would never do for the department to have
taken up the attitude that the man was guilty
of forgery and to dismiss him for it-—for that
is what the department did; when he cntered
the hox to give his evidence he was out of em-
ployment, the dishonour of dismissal was vwpon
him-and then say, '‘We had no reason for it.”’
T do not say that they worked conaciously,
that there was a conspiracy in that way, buot
it heeame evident to me that that was the
suggestion, that the poor man had uncon-
geiously, not knawing what he was doing,
written ‘‘Perth’’ instead of ‘‘Northam.’’
That was their supposition to get out of it.

The Minister for Railways: Whose sup-
position, to get out of whatf

Hon, T. WALKER: The supposition of the
majority of the bhoard. Originally it was the
supposition of one man, but cventually there

was a majority of two. The ahsurdity of that -

view is shown in the faet that on the green
ticket therc is ‘‘Meckering to Northam.'’ A
man would have to rub that out befere he
could write ‘‘Perth’’ over it. It was rubbed
out. There was evidenece of that. But the
tubhing was not snfficient, for the old word
““Northam?' was still present under the new
word.

* Mr. Smith: Did the man who bought the
tiokat sav what ha did with 3+¢
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Hon, T. WALKER: Yes, he put it in his
pocket and kept it there until he delivered it
up to another ticket colleetor on his return
journey irom Perth. There could be no un-
consciousness about rubbing out one’s own
name, rubbing out ‘‘Northam'’ and writing
““QOakes’’ over again and writing “‘Perth’’
where "Northam’’ was. But in order to get
out of the thing and not let down the depart-
ment for having acted precipitately, and for
having, as one man put it, exercised the third
degree, imprisoning the man until he signed
& document——

The Minister for Works:
that sort of thing.

Hou, T. WALKER: They did. They put
him in the reom and told him he must not
leave.

The Jfinister for Works:
like him.

ITon. T, WALKER: But there are all kinds
of men in the world, '

The Minister for Works: I should be sorry
to think that either officers or men in the
Railway Department would do such a thing.

Hon, T. WALKER: So am I. They exer-
eised control over him, kept him there and
would not Iet him out. When he did get out,
and, having secured his spectncles, came back
and asked to see the ticket again, they told
him it wag too late, that it had gone upstairs,
that it had been landed where the thunder-
bolt wonld come from immediately.

The Minister for Works: Who told him he
could not see tle ticket for the sceond timef

Hen, T. WALKER: It is in the evidence
aubmitted to the Minister for Railways. The
Minigter has read it.

The Minister for Works:
that was too officious,

Hon. T. WALKER:
saying. '

The Minister for Works: He had the right
to see it.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly.
was toe much officiovsness all the way.

The Minister for Railways: You say he was
refused the right to sec the ticket.

Hon. T. WALKER: He was told that it
had gone upstairs and cowld not be seen. In-
spector Storeman was the man who told him
so. Tt is in the evidence. 'The Minister for'
Railways has the evidence.

The Minister for Railways: I have not, T
sent it back.

Hon, T. WALKER: Well, T am speaking
absolutely the facts. The Minister has read
the evidence.

The Minister for Railways: I have not. I
told you in n letter that I did not intend to
read it.

Hon. T, WALKER: The hon. member ought
to have read it.

The Minister for Railways:
a lot which T do not do.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is perfectly
true; that is what T complain of, what every-
body complains of. He is not doing it. These
arc the facts of the ecase. T want to point out
the utter impossibility of that man having un-
canscionsly writtan his own naine and (f Parth?’

They do not de

They are men,

Whoever told him

Exactly what I am

There

I ought to do
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instead of ‘‘Northam,’’ and yet it was upon
that supposition

The Minister for Railways: Do you think
Mr, Davies is fit for the position of ¢hairmant

Hon, T. WALKER: 1 certainly was sur-
prised at Mr. Davies,

The Minister for Railways: Do you think
that Mr. Hope was biassed?

Hon, T. WALKER: Mr. Davies is a man I
respect and he does his duty.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not wish to say
anything against Mr. Davies generally, but
there are times when a man can psychologise,
and when a man can too hagkily pre-judge or
judge a case neccording to the evidence of
opinions offered by his colleagnes. This was
a ease in whieh I believe Mr. Hope actually
psychologised Mr. Davies.

The Minister for Railways: Mesmeriged him,
hypnotised him.

Hon. T. WALKER: He could never have
judged according to the evidence. I asked
the Minister when I waited npon him to read
the evidence.

The Minister for Railways: I did not do so.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is a confession.
A man asks for justice nnd the Minister will
not even look at the evidence. What kind of
Ministers have we¥ They will not read the
evidenee, but form a conclusion and take a
stand withont knowing faects. This is the kind
of Minister who is at the head of the Railway
Department! What econfidence can the rail-
way employees have in him when he takes a
stand of that character? The ecvidence dis-
closes the impossibility of Onkes having Deen
guilty, and of the verdict being anything else
but a eomic opera verdict. It is not based
npon facts or justice

The Minister for Railways: Whose verdict
iz it? Mr. Davies’s?

Hon. T. WALKER: The verdiet of the
hoard, apparently endorsed by the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: We have no
right either to cndorse it or dispute it

Hon. T. WALKER: T thought the Minister
wonld gay that. There is of course some logie
in the stand he takes. The man has had n
trial, and the law provides that his trial, what-
ever it may be, fair or nrfair, is final and that
theve is no appeal from it. Logically the Min-
jater is correet and we camneot gainsay it.
What is unfair, however, shonld be avoided
by a Minister. If we get from a court a
ridienlons verdiet, a verdict which says that
a man is guilty but is perfeetly honest, guilty
of an irregularity which implies a forgery, the
alteration of a ticket, guilty but unconseiously
guilty, and that the act was dene in a dream
or something of the kind, that he is perfectly
honest and did no wrong consciously, but that
the court fines him £1 and makes him pay
certain expenses, and that this will
against him on the books of the cowrt for
ever, and that under this disgrace the man
must go down to his grave, to say that a
Minister is helpless in the face of a verdict
of that kind, and can do nothing but declare
his impotency, what kind of a position are we
inT What is the Government for bat to try

stand,
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to get justice in all things? Ts it not the
highest aim of Government to do justice and
right? Will the Minister tell me that he has
no powers, no inclinations, no rights to en-
deavour to rectify a wrong? If he camnot
get a re-trial and cannot upset by another
appeal the verdiat of this board, he ean at
least do justice to the man by remitting the
fine.

The Minister for Railways: And pay his
counsel’s costs?

Hon, T. WALKER: My costs for what 1
did are paid. That is why 1 know all about
the case. 1 have watched it from boeginning
to end, and 1 know every fact of which I
speak. Does that help the Minister at all,
that mean contemptible attitude?

The Minister for Railways: Who was it
hypnotised Mr, Davies, Mr, Hope or your-
self? -

Hon. T, WALEKER: I had no opportdnity,
Who is everlastingly hypnotising the Minis-
ter? e is never out of a memheric trance.
He js always under that eloud of aberrated in-
tellect, and is unfit for the work he ia there
to do. This does not justify him in making
statements in this vulgar way. Can he not do
something to get justice for a man he knows
to have been wronged? The facts have beem
put te him in such a way that he cannot argue
to the contrary. IHe says he cannot, or will
not do anything. He is impotent, aund the
country is governed by men who are absolutely
helpless in the presence of A wrong whieh needs.
redressing. | hope the Committee will nofi
tolerate this kind of treatment. I should pes-
haps go into the position of the board, and
say that this kind of board will never do jus-
tice. There arc always two to one on the board

against the men, but T do not say this happens

in any other way than unconsciously. At any
rate, it is ot a fair tribunal to the man whe
is accnsed. How little ¢hance a man has we
know from the MeLeod ease, in which, when the
thing was fully investigated, the verdict of
that tribunal waa reversed. We know the
board can de wrong, and yet the Minister says
now, ‘‘T cannot help it.’’

Mr. Smith: Half a dozen Ministers have
said the same before the McLeod case came
on.
Hon. T. WALKER: s it not time we altered
that?

The Minister for Railways:
hoard.

Hon. T. WALKER: The men could not he
worse off if we did so. Whose duty is it to
alter the law? If the board is wrong, who is
in power to put that wrong right? There is
no power to alter the law or move one step to
de justice, and the Minister allows this old
man. who has been for 20 years in the publie
service without a stain upon his character, a
respected and trnsted man, against whom
even this charge, by imputation, of dis-
honesty ecannot be proved, go down to
his  grave with this stigma upon his
name. The man feels it, and rightly
s0, The older a man is the more he
feels an injustice of thiz sort. For an old
man like this to be callously left under that

Abolish the
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imputation, that having acted with a kind of
irregularity which meant the alteration of a
railway ticket no matter from what motive, is
unwarrantable. = His services are dispensed
with, and he is only taken back after being
fined, and tho Miuister can go to bed and sleep
on it and swy, ‘It does not concern me.’’
He has no interest at all in a fellow mortal.
I cannot understand this callonsness. Human
natare must be very Chfferent in some people
to what it is in others, when some can smile
at this sort ot thing and ignore it, and allow
seven weeks to clapse before answering a
letter, and when the matter is discussed in the
House ¢reat it in a flippant manner as though
it did not matter. This man’s honour is more
to him than the pound, or than any sum in
money. Notwithstanding this old man’s feel-
" ings the Minister will do nothing. The Gov-
erwment, however, might do something. They
might look at the evidence, if the Minister will
not do so, and will not see what the facts are
and make himself acquainted with the case be-
tore he veplics by a letter. Let Cabinet take
the matter into consideration. The eévidence
tlearly demonstrates the absolute innocence of
Mr. Oakes. Being inmocent he should not re-
main under this stigma, and should not be
wounded in spirit. Ie should not be left to
arry that load all through his life, lessening
‘his vitality, depressing his spirit, and, who
‘knows, hastening his eud. I ask the Govern-
ment te sce if something cannet be done to do
justice in this case. I do not expect mnueh from
the Minister, for all the way through he has
shown an indifference for his publie duties,
more particolarly in cases of this kind; but I
do cxpect that more experienced men, who know
their fellows, and who all through life have
aimed at deing justice and seeing that none
are wronged without some reasonnble grounds,
will do ‘something. [ ask the Government to
read the evidence and come to their conclu-
sions on the evidence alone, and then do to
this man what should have been done before,
make some restoration for the wrong com-
mitted.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [B.27]: The posi-
tion in which the finances of our railways
ave at present placed is not at all due to the
way in which the railways are now con-
trolled. T have previously cxpressed this
opinion. T recognise that if the wages of
the emplayces werve reduced to Fs. a day, if
such were contemplated, and if fares and
freights were put up inordinately, there
would be no possible chance of the railways
paying with our present population. The
position has been put forward from year to
vear by the Commissioner for Railways more
clearly than T ean ever hope to do. He has
pointed out that the number of people per
mile in this State is somewhere about a third
of what it is on the average, or more nearly
a fourth, in the Eastern States. Consequently,
until we get an incrcased population along-
gide onr railways in this State we cannot
possibly expect them to pay. The railways
ean only be made to pay by the nnimproved
lands lying alongside onr railroads being
taxed. I am sorry I eannot vary the tone of
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the debate. I regret, with others, that for
several months attention has been forced
upon members of this Chamber that therc is
& large number of employees in the Railway
Service who dre not. getting a fair deal, ov
justice. Tt is unneececssary for me to stress
the attitnde taken up by this so-called
National Government with regurd to the en-
listed railway men, who arc having their
privifeges denied them, beeause they have
gone out to do their bit in the best way at
the Front. 1 eannot understand the Minister
and his colleagues, or see how they can jus-
tify their attitude and be consistent in their
treatment of the railway men at the Front.
[ndividual instances have bheen quoted this
pvening, but Awhether the Minister takes any
notiee of them or not I bave no means of
knowing. At all events these instances go to
rhow that justice hus not been secured to the
individusls concerned. 1 recognise and
frankly agree that under our railway legis-
lation the Commissioner has almost exelusive
power, But in some instances, if the Min-
ister were to stand buck and examine the
merita of 0 case for himself, justice would
be dene. Let me adduce the case of a mau in
my own electorate, a man named J. Crockett,
who wns o goods shed porter at Kalgoorlio.
He is an elderly man, and bhas served in the
vailways for several yecars. Elderly though
e be, he offered himaelf for service ut the
Front. HMe went to the Front and returned.
Owing to the attitude of the Kalgoorlie goods
agent, this employee, rightly or wrongly, be-
lieved therc were eertain reperts being made
to the rnilway heads which would be detri-
mental to his continuing to hold & position
in the railway service. At one period, owing
to great provoeation—I will not go inte the
details of the case, but [ could satisfy the
Minister on the point; I wasg so satisfied of
the justice of the case that for tho first time
[ approached the Commissioner of Railways
on such a matter—aeting, [ say, under great
provocation, this man, having been taunted
by the goods agent, struck him. T am dis.
posed to believe the cvidence of several of
Crockett’s co-workers, who say that the
goods agent, knowing the nature of the unfor-
tupate man, prevoked him =o that he wounld
commit a breach of the peace. However, it
must be owned that e struck the goods agent.
T am not going to defend that, His case was
heard, and he was summarily dismissed—an
old man, having dene his bit for this coun-
try, thrown out of the railway serviece and
practically starving in Kalgoorlie! T ask
that that case be reviewed. T it is impos-
sible for the man to work under the Kalgoor-
lic goods agent, who is said to be a very
difficult man to work under, the Department
should, in view of the special eircnmstances
of Crockett’s case, give him a chance of re-
cmployment in anotber distriet. A request
to that effect bas been made, but has not been
granted. Let me point out, too, how matters
are allowed to drift in the service, There ig
the case of Shunter A. L. Jeffreys, of Al-
bhany. Probably the Mioister is aware of the
facta, On the 21st March of this year the
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man was employed in Albany. He had given
the signal to the driver, he says, in connee-
tion with some shunting. The driver, of
course, maintaing that he did not see the
signal. 1 am not, however, going to embroil
the driver in the dispute. The fact remains
that a slight collision occurred, a brake van
and some coaches being damaged. The fair
procedure in the circumstances, if it was con-
sidered that the shuuter had been guilty of
negligenee, would have been te fing him, Had
he been fined, and had he then considered
that he was unjustly fined, he could have ex-
ercised the right of appeal. However, he was
not fined. The railway heads, sheltering
themselves under Section 52 of the Railways
Act, instend of fining the man, simply re-
quired £1 to be given up of his pay. After
he had signed the pay sheet there was mno
possible chanee for the man to appeal.

The Minister for Railways: Perhaps he is
just as well without an appeal, to jndge by
what we have heard to-night about the ap-
peal board.

Mr. GREEN: T contend that as long as
the appeal hoard stands there, the man
should have the opportunity of being lecurd
by the board.

The Minister for Railways: And the de-
cigion of the board ought to Le respected.

My, GREEN: TUndoubtedly. However, if
evenr a judge of our Supreme Court renders
what in the opinion of this couniry is an
unjust deeision, we are democratie enongh to
eriticise the judge. Much more are we en-
titled to eriticise the members of a railway
appeal board. Members of a railway appeal
board wre not infallible, and it is the right
nf every free eitizen to voice his protest
against what he considers injustice. The ex-
arcige of that partieular right in a democratic
community tends to make boards and courts
the more eareful to dispense  justice.
However, lot us see what was done, and
what was not doune, in this particular ease,
This shunter wns never asked for his de-
fence. When he applied for aceess to the
file on the subjeet, he was refused it; amd
he never knew what charges actually hud
been made against him until he reeeived a
reply to some correspondence he addressed to
the Chief Teaffie Manager, The attitude the
man maintains i that the signal had not
been seen by the driver. As, ‘however, he con-
tends it was, then it was the duty of the
guard to stop. That is & matter which shonid
have been thrashed out by the Railway De-
partment. I now turn to ancther case, a case
of morc pressing interest, hecanse it brings
in its train considerable discontent in the
largest union in this State—I refer to the
West Australian Amalgamated Soeiety of
Railway Employees. Probably the Minister
is au fait with the trouble right at the pre-
sent time. What is the positionf Let me
review the facts; and T do wnet say this in
any threatening manncr, but T conseientionsly
believe that if the case is not handled fairly
by the Minister it will bring upon uns as
grave an industrial trouble as has ever been
experienced in Western Australia, Let us
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sce from what a smalk beginning the trouble
springs, Tt originates in the withholding of
justice. 1 ean sec one Minister tictneking
signals to the Minister for Railways. Tt is
very gratifying to see that kind of communi-
cation between two members of the Govern-
ment, but this is a serious matter, and should
be treated as such, ai all events until the
Minister has heard my statement of the case.
Tn May of 1912 o man named W. 3. Eddins
was entployed as a casual goods porter in Ny
3 goods shed, Perth. In May of 18913, just
about 12 months afterwards, he and a co-
worker were loading a piano for trauspart to
Subiaeo. The piano slipped and this man
BEddins, in order to try and prevent the
piana from falling upon the floor, foreed his
knee under the piano, with the result that the
weight of the piano eane off the truek on tv
_ his knee, erushing it, and permanently lam-
ing him in the right leg. The injury was so
gerions that for eight months the man was
prevented from following his avocation. Dur-
ing that time he reeeived half pay from the
depnrtment, When hig knee was well enough
to allow him to resume duty, he was given
cmployment as a barvier porter at one of tho
Perth wickets, and was paid at his old rate
of #s. per day. This was before the 1s. rise
was given to the married men by Mr., Frank
Wilson. After Eddins had fulfilled the dnties:
of a barriar porter for three momths, the
Seeretary for Railways wrote to the union-
requiring that this man should aecept the
underwate workers’ pay according to the
schedule, 23 heing an ‘‘under-paid’’ worker.
That letter was written on the 2Ist April,
1914, The union naturally took the stand
that as the man had done faithfuel serviece in
the depoartment, he should retain his old rate
of pay, at least until it was proved that he
eould not do the work regnired. Consider-
able correspondence passed between the
union and the Sceretary for Railways, but
the Seerctary for Railways adopted such an
unhending attitude that on the 12th TJune,
1914, the union agreed that the man should
be paid 8s. per day in another portion of tha
railway service. The case was, however,
fought out by the union. It was brought
hefore Mr. Davies, P.AL; but Mr., Davies
pointed out that he had no jurisdiction in the
matter, beeause the union had made an
agreement with the Commissioner of Railways
for the payment of this man at a lower rate.
The present position is that the man is em-
ployed in the capacity of lavatory attendant,
receiving 8s. per day. When the rise of 1s.
was granted to married men, Eddins, althongh
a married man with a family of two-——nne »
daughter aged 11 years, the only son having
been lost in France—was left on the 8. per
day mark. When the rise to 10s. per day
eame to the married men, the department re-
fused to extend the increase to the small
number of ‘‘underpaid’’ workers. The union
naterally take the position that this man
ghould reeeive at least 10s. per day. For
this contention their authority is nothing less
than the industrial agreement, under which
the work Eddins does is classed at 9s, 7d. per
day. Under the rise granted to married men,



1266

.
his rate should be 10s. per day. Questioned
before Mr, Duvies, the man maintained thag
he was doing the work of a lavatory attend-
ant elliciently, and that consequently he was
not an inefficient worker, and should not be
classed as an ‘‘underpaid?’’ worker.

The Minister for Railways: 1id the man
go to the court for the purpese of ascertain-
ing his position?

Mr. GREEN: 7Yes; but the court ruled
that they hud no jurisdiction in the matter.
The magistrate said the man was not inelfi-
eient, but efficicut. That being so the
bounden moral duty of the department is to
pay him the full rate

The Minister for Railways: The magistrale
found in the man’s favour, thent?

Mr, GREEN: Yes; But the man is not get-
ting the money, There is another Kalgoorlic
case, that of a worker whom I have kuown
for a considerable period, H. 8. Woolnorton.
One can go at any time to the Lane-strect
crossing near the Kalgoorlie railway station,
and sec the man pertorming the duties of
erossing keeper. TFor that duty be as a mar-
ried man should receive 10s. per day, plus
the goldficlds allowance. He is actually re-
-eaiving 8s. per day. Why? Because he is a
one-armed man, Why is he a onc-armed man?
Because he Tost one arm at the Front fight-
ing his conntry’s battles. And sach 2 man
is receiving 8s, per day from the railway
gervice of this country! T say that in such
circamsgtinces it is no matter for surprise that
we infuse a little heat into the controversy.
The railway emplayecs are so warm over the
wmatter that they huve followed the constitu-
tional enursc of advertising a speeial meck:
jng of the union to be held on Thursday, the
5th Deeember, when the following motion will
bo submniitted:—

(1) That the Commissioner of Railways
be ecited before the arbitration court for
a breach of the award No. 9 of 1917, by
employing H. 8, Woolnorton at Kalgoorlic
doing the work of erossing keeper at n rate
of wages less than that specified in Clausc
19 of the said award during the pay peried
ending November 16th, 1918, (2} For em-
ploying Williom $. Eddins at Fremantle
doing the work of a lavatory attendant at
a rate of wages less than fhat specified in
Clause 18 of the said award daring the pay
period ending 16th November, 1818, (3)
That Charles Haynes. the General Secre-
tary of the W.A. Amalgamated Society
of Railway Emplovees Union of Workers
represent the union before the Court of
Arbitration in the above matiers as ageni.

Reprosentations have been made about this,
but in vain, and T would be lacking in my duty
if T did net try to impress upon the Minister,
with all due humility and with the most ser-
ions words that T can possibly command, that
the position is eritical indeed. On top of all
this therc is another bolt from the blue. Only
to-day at twelve o’clock the sceretary of this
Railway Association, who advertised this
apecinl mesting, receivedl o notice which
reads—

Arbitration Aet No. 57 of 1912, Appli-
cation to eancel registration under Section
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27 of the Act to the President of the Court

of Arbitration.
and then followed the usual formula., This is
signed by Mr. Alcock, agent for the Commis-
sipner of Railways, whose address for serviee
is Royal Insurance Chambers, Porth. This was
served on Charles Haynes, the general secre-
tary. I am sorry that some more able man
than myself has not endeavoured to impress
upon the House the gravity of teying to preci-
pitate industrial trouble,

The Minister for Railways: What union ig
that? Is it the general union?

Mr. GREEN: Yes. It is an application for
the cancellation of their registration. Why?
Because they are trying to get a fair deal for
their members under the award which has
been given them,

The Minister for Railways: What reasons
have been given them in the notice?

Mr, GREEN: No reasons at all, I will
hund it over to the Minister, But the reasons
perhaps are that the union has been registered
erroncously, that due eonsideration has not
been given to the provise of paragraph (b}
of Section 101 of the Act. Tt is diseovered
nine yecars aftcrwards that the roles of the
union do not conform with the requirements
of the Industrial Arbitration Aet, and that
for reuasons shown in the attached declaration
the registration of the union ought to be can-
eclled, unless such requisition for the amend-
ment of the rules as tho eourt moy decide is
complied with, Those may be walid reasons
for men who arc asking for tricky legal for-
malities, but so far as the common sense of
the people of this State is councerned, and so
tar ay the general sense of the community is
congerned, T am satisfied that we can appeal
to both sides tu sec that this application is
not proeceded with. T appeal to the Minister
now to exercise all the power at his com-
mand to sce that the registration for cancel-
lation is stayed until the union has a fair
chance fo see whether the members are get-
ting a fair deal. Any alternntive proposal to
letting this insidions iden take its course will
have results whieh we, on this side, and I am
sure hon. members opposite also, will not stand
for. T trust that the MMinister will do good
and useful work by secing that the union doea
not have its existenee threatened because the
members of it are appealing for their prin-
ciples and endeavouring to get justice.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RAIT.-
WAYS (Hon. C. A. Hudson—Yilgarn—in
teply) [8.53}: T have listencd with attention
to the remarks which have been made by the
member for Kalgoorlie and I may say that
none of the matters that he kas referred to
has come under my notice. I can only state,
thercfore, that inguiries will be made into
the hon, memher’s allegations. and I ecan
give an assurance that there will be ne delay,
even in apite of the remarks by the member
for Kanowna that great delays take place in
conngetion with whatever ig done by the Min-
ister for Railways. The member for Sussex
complained about the train service to Bussel-
ton, T ean nassure him that the reasons given
for the curtailed service fully justified that
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course being taken. 1 may add at this stage
that the Minister i3 to a certain extent eir-
cumseribed by the Railways Act. The Min-
ister for Railways is not the administrator of
the railways, as is well known. The adminis-
tration is taken out of his hands by the ap-
pointment of a Commissioner under the Act,
the object being to remove the railways from
political control, and whilst the Minister is
merely the medium between the Commissioner
and Parliament he has very little power un-
der the Act. ‘There is one mafter which has
been stressed with some degree of reason, and
it is the attitude that has been takem up by
the Commissioner and, as has been stated,
adopted by the Government, and that is the
differential treatment towards railway em-
ployees in regard to annual leave, At the
time the Railway Corps was formed it was
thought that the members of it would not be
placed in the same dangerous position as the
members of the Anstralinn Imperial Forces,
and an arrangement was made between the
Commisgioner and those who enlisted in the
Railway Corps that they were not to be en-
Mitleh to allow their annual leave to ae-
crue dering the time they were away.
The arrangement was apparently satisfactory
to both sides, and the agreement was entered
into. The member for Guildford intimated
that some of the men went away without a
knowledge of that agreement. If that be the
case it should be the subject of an inquiry,
and I shall make it a subject of inguiry. It
wag reported to me that the men knew, and
in fact some of the railway men themselves
told me that they knew and that they were
satisfied with the conditions,

Hon. P. Collier: Even if they did know,
is it fair treatment?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Geraldton put quite a different
phase on the position. I propose to imme-
diately follow it up, and if the facts are as
siated there is no alternative but to at once
Ppay the men the money they are entitled to in
lien of accrued leave.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It was a wonder the Com-
missioner did not apprise you when the ques-
tions were asked.

Hon, P. Collier: Apart from whatever un-
derstanding there may have been, it was a
matter of policy.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
Commissioner’s attitnde

Hon. P. Collier: But this is not a Commis-
gioner question.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Tbe
Commissioner’s attitude at the time the corps
went away was generally supported. The posi-
tion was that there was a difference between
the Railway Corps and the others. With re-
gard to the other matter which has been made
so much of by the member for Kanowna, and
in connection with which he found it necessary
to attempt to show a want of interest on my
part in the railway men, I was of course quite
a diligent and capable Minister when the depu-
tation waited on me. They were then quite
satisfied to leave Ogkes’ case to my judg-

ment. If T had given & decision reversing that
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of the appeal board and remitting the fine of
£1 and paying something like £40 costy, I
would have been the best fellow in the world.
But 1 took the attitude that Qakes was an
employee of the Railways. I might read the
letter which sets out the facts. I wrote—

I have given careful consideration to the
representations made to me by Mr. Walker,
M.L.A., and the other members of the depu-
tation which waited on me on the 1lth ult.
on hehalf of Charles Oakes, a porter em-
ployed in the Railway Department, and in
reply I beg to inform you that I cannot
interfere with the decision of the board.
According to the papers before me and the
statements made at the deputation, Oakes
was charged with an irregularity in respeet
to the issue of a second elass return ticket
Meckering te Northam, on the 18th April
lagt, and was dismissed.

He was not charged with forgery or dishon-
esty; the charge was one of irregularity: The
letter goes on—

He then exercised his right of appeal under

the Railways Act, 1904, to the board ap-

pointed for sueh purpose under the Act.

The appeal was heard in due course and the

board clearing Qakes’ character of any sug-

gastion of dishonesty reinstated him in the
service, but for the irregularity of which he
was found puilty by the board he was fined
£1. He was allowed all costs which the
board considered were reasonably incurred
by him in order to clear his name.
On the question of costs, let me point out that
in giving the decision of the board, the chair-
man definitely stated that all suvspicion of dis-
honestly or misconduct was removed from
Ozkes’ name. He was exonerated completely
even of sugpicion of improper conduct, such as
the member for Kanowna said was alleged
against him, But he was found guilty of some
irregularity in his conduect, and he was fined
the small sum of £1. He was reinstated, and
he was allowed about £5 for the costs which
he necessarily incurred in defending himself
on the charge of having to eclear his name of
susvicion of forgery. That money was paid
to him.

Mr. Smith: That was a peculiar attitnde to
tnke up; you first fine the man £1 for an
irregularity, and then you allow him expenses.

The MINISTER ¥YOR RATLWAYS: There
were two charges against him, and he was
exonerated on the charge of dishonesty and he
was allowed his costs in conneetion with the
case of irregularity. T would like hon. mem-
bers to understand the position in regard to
the board which dealt with the wmatter.
The Act provides that any person perm-
anently employed in the Government Rail-
ways ma¥ appeal to the appea) board, which
consists of the Police Magistrate, one person
appointed by the Commissioner, and one by
the union to which the employee belongs.
The evidence oceupied some days, and eventu-
ally the deeision was given, As the member
for Kanowna has been so emphatic about hav-
ing been present and knowing the facts s
well, T should like to point out that Seetion 7
of the Act provides that no solicitor, counsel
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or ngent other than an employee of the de-
partment or the recognised secretary of the
union to which the appellant belongs, shall
appear or be heard on any appeal. An applica-
tion was made to the board for the payment
of some £20 as costs of solicitor attending, and
of about £15 for the shorthand notes taken of
the appeal. That application the board re-
fused. They had no authority for ordering
the payment of such sums. The powers of the
Loard are defined: in Section 75 of the Aet,
which also definitely lays it down that the
decision of the board shall be final. In my
letter I stated that I was not prepared to dis-
cuss the details of the evidenece given on the
hearing of the appeal, for Seetion 75 of the
Aet provided that the decision of the board
ghall be final. I went on to say that, there-
fore, the decision of the board must in all
cases be respected by the parties to an appeal
and that T did not intend to disturb it in this
case. An employee, having been dismissed,
clects to take his case to the appeal hoard,
whose decision is final. Suppose there was
provided the right of appeal to the Minister
from the finding of that board. Would it not
be equally right for the Commissioner himself
to appeal to the Minister if he disagreed with
the Qeeision of the board? T say it would not
be right for the Minister to entertain such a
proposition. The law is there, and the Gov-
ernment will gupport the law.

Mr. Smith: Apparently some different law
is required. We had hetter have a Royal
Commission to inquire into it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
can move for it to-morrow,

Mr. Smith: Something ought to be done if
the Government are so pig-headed as to refuse
to give justice to a man.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS3: It is
not within the power of a Minister to inter-
fere with tho decision of the board, What is
the use of the law if the Government are to
override it? Tt is the law, and it ought to be
respeeted.  For my part, T do not intend to
interfere with the decision.

Mr. GREEN: There is one point whieh T
overlooked when on my feet. Let me say by
way of explanation that somcthing forther is
being done in regard to the lavatory attendant,
Eddins, This is preeipitating the crisis to
which I have referred. Here is a letter, under
date 25th November, 1918, from the station-
master at Fremantle to the lavatory attendant,
Eddins, as follows:— .

Re Arbitration awards, the Chief Traffic

Manager instruets that you are not to start

work again until you have given me an un-

dertaking in writing that you are prepared
to work as lavatory attendant at 8s. per day-

(8gd.) C. 8. Evans.

The Minister will see the seriousncss of the
position in which this man has been plaeed
by the Commissioner.

Mr. SMITH: Will the Minister tell us what
the Government intend deing in regard to the
management of the Railways after the ex-
piration of the gix months for which the
present Commissioner has been retained? The

You
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Commissioner’s term expired last June. The
Government, caught unprepared, could think
only of renewing the appointment for a fur-
ther six months.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the hon.
riember is not in order in attempting on items
to diseuss the policy of the Government.

Mr. SMITH: I am not diseussing specially
the Conunissiener. T merely want to know what
the Government are going to do about the
manngement of the Railways after December.
We have not yet discussed the new Bill, and
aven supposing that it will pass, some consider-
able time will be required in which to consider
the appointments of the proposed new Commis-
sioners. [ want to know whether, at the end
of December, the Government intend to re-
appoint Mr. Short for another six months,
The Railway Department has been losing a
considerable sum of money during the past
year. ’

The Minister for Railways:
to do with the Estimates?

Mr. SMITH: A great deal. Are the Gov-
ernment satisfied to go on losing this money
year after year without telling the Committee
what they are going to do about it?¢

The CHAIRMAN: I really must rule the
hon. member out of order. If I were to allow
him to discuss this, I could not prevent any
other member from discussing it, and we
should be here all night.

Mr. GREEN: T should like something defi-
nite from the Minister about the cancellation
of the registration of that union.

The CHATRMAN: I gave the hon. member
an opportunity of finishing hig remarks on the
general diseussion,

Mr., O'Loghlen: But the Minister has not
replied definitely on the point raised.

The Minister for Railways: I can only say

What hag thig

that it is the first T have heard of it. I will
inquire into it.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Tramways, £110,870:

Mr. BMITH (North Perth) [9.10]: I am

surprised that the Minister should not have
seen fit to explain to the Committee why the
profits from the tramways have been allowed
to fall away to such an cxtent, The profit
this year has dribbled down to £5,202.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And there is neither
depreciation uor sinking fund allowed for.

Mr, SMITH: T sec from the report of the
Commissioner that during the past three years
the average profit has amounted to £15392, or
a total profit of £46,175 for the three years.
Yot for the past year it has been only £5292.
The Minister does not see fit to explain
this to the Committee. There must be
eomething geriously wrong with the man-
agement, becaunse on referring to the ecash
takings T see that they have risen from
£73,000 0dd in 1015 to £91,000 in 1918. On
the ticket sales there was an increase of
£10,000 over the same period, equalling alto-
gether an increase of something like £30,000
as between 1915 and 1918. Yet the profits
have decreased as T have shown, and that, too,
without any provision for depreciation or
sinking fund.
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The Minister for Railways: Do you say
that no provision is made in the Estimates for
maintenance? .

Mr, SMITH: I say that nothing has been
written off for depreciation or sinking fund.

The Minister for Railways: Do you think
thera has becn depreciation?

Mr. SMITH: The road is so badly leoked
after that the deprecintion is quite abnormal.
When the Government took over the tramways
the Commissioner of Railways was appointed
general manager of the trams at in increase of
£500 per annum. T desire to know whether Mr.
Bhort is geing to retain the management after
the 31st Doeember. There are only a few
weeks to go before Mr. Short’s term expires,
and as a capable genersl manager of tram-
ways is not to he picked up every day I should
like to know what the (Government intends to
do in regard to the future management of this
important department. I think I am justified
in asking this questiom, becavse the accounts
disclese a very serious state of affaira. I wish
to enter a strong protest at the way in which
the tramways are being run. Those who are
compelled to use them know well that the
trama are ridieulously overcrowded, and
not earrying out their proper funetions.

Hon. P. Collier: That does not express
cage at all. ]

Mr. SMITH: Words fail nig in expressing
the contempt I have for the present manage-
ment of our tramways,

Mr. Foley: You have said that for many

ears,

Mr. SMITH: And I shall continue fo say
it. Any citizen is enmtitled to enter a protest
against this sort of thing. In my electorate
we have 1o railways, we do mnot ask for
bridges, and we have no particular interest in
wheat, but we have an interest in the trams.

The Minister for Railways: Thig is the only
parish pump you have,

Mr. SMITH: T think I have goed grounds
for complaining at-the way in which the tram-
way service iz conducted.

Hon. P, Collier: I marvel how ¢ity members
put up with it.

Mr. SMITH: We have to grin and bear it.
I am afraid se long as the present Govern-
ment are——

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

Mr. SMITH: Of their present mind, we
shall have very little redress. We cannot get
away from the faet that, following the ex-
ample of previous Governments, they have
been full of promise but slow to perform. I
am here to voice the opiniona of a large num-
ber of the patrons of the trams, and have no
hesitation in saying that their grievances are
well founded. The Tramway Department is
losing a considerable amount of business. If
it showed any 'enterprise at all it wounld
largely inerease its rolling stoek in order to
cope with the fraffie,

The Minister for Railways: That is the
point, if we can get the rolling stock.

Mr, SMITH: What effort has been made
to get it? What carriages are the Government
building, and have they any on order?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: They have been telling us
that for vears.

the
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Mr, SMITH: I am afraid when I come to
ask about them I shall be told that they have
gone to the bottomn of the sea, like the last lot.
The Government have been slow in providing
rolling stock to cater for the business that is
waiting for them.

Hon. P. Collier: It is all camouflage.

Mr, SMITH: They have done very little in
the way of tramway cxtcusions to the outside
suburbs, which are crying out for travelling
facilities to the city. .

The Premier: There is one on the Wan-
neroo road.

Mr. SMITH: Tn my opinion the Wamnmerco
district has been ucglected. If it was oxploited
by a proper tramway system I feol sure the
district would go ahead rapidly, and would be
the means of bringing in a lot of traffic to the
railway service. I do not think the Govern-
nment ave likely to take much notice of what is
said on these Estimates, for half the year has
already gome by, but T do ask the Minister
controlling this department to look into the
tramway service, and see if he cannot improve
matters,

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [9.20]: I have
listened with a great deal of interest to the
remarks of the member for North Perth, I
was wondering whether this was the end of
the penny sections, because he has to-night
dropped this quostion. T am, however, going
to take it up for him. I wish to refer to the
fares charged to soldiers, who have to go up
for business reasons to Francis Street to eqgl-
lect money, give information to the Military
Department, and for other purposes. Many
of these returned soldiers are not in a fit
condition to walk, ’

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
them & pass?

Mr, FOLEY: Not all of them.

The Minister for Railways: They can be had
on reference to the Military Department.

Mr. FOLEY: 8ome of these men do not
get a pass. A soldier with one leg sfionld be
given one, and others as well. In the City
there are what is known as ecity tickets,
whieh carry passengers from Pier-street to
King-street, and other parts of the City. Tt
would e a good thing if these privileges
were extended to disabled soldiers in such a
way that they could, if they wished, ride for
a penny from Francis streét, instcad of Roe-
street, to the present City boundaries. A man
going from King Street could then journey
as far as Francis Street for one pemny. Tt
would be a good act on the part of the Min-
igter if he would allow these men to start
their penny sections at Franecis Street. These
disabled men are not getting more than they

Will they not give

. deserve, and I am sure that tlie Minister wil],

if he congiders the matter, regard it in a
favourahle light.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.25]: T agree with the remarks of
the member for North Perth that the report
of the Railway Department does not give
hon. members the true position, so far as the
tramways are concerned. It appears that
this year the tramwavs will be run at a logs
unless there is o eonsiderable increase in the
traffic. It is all very well to show the net
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profit when no depreciation or sinking fund is
allowed for. The sinkng fund, based on the
eonditions that Fremantle is compelied to
provide for under the Municipal Act, would
run into over £11,000 in connection with the
Perth tramways., If the loeal authorities
were running these trams, and had to pro-
vide sinking fund to repay the capital ex-
penditure, they would have to hand over to
tho Colonial Treasurer over £11,000 every
year. All that is shown here is £5,298, as
net profit, which indieates that there is still
a sum of £6,000 to he accounted for.

The Minister for Railways: They are doing
new work out of revenue.

IHon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is done with
every tramway service.

The Minister for Railways: ' There was a
suin of £14,000 for renewals,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We have a sum
set dewn of £20,000 for belated repairs. This
sum has appeared cver sinee the Govern-
ment have had the tramways. When will
these belated repairs stop?

The Minister for Railways: Not until we
have relaid the lines.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TIs it not time the
Government realised that there are other re-
pairs being done out of this amount, that
is repairs which were found necessary dor-
ing the time the Government have had the
tramways? When we realise that the Perth
people are paying 25 per cent. more for
travelling than are the Fremantle people, we
can only eome to the econclusion that the
Perth tramways should show n greater profi
on the number of passengers they ecarry.
There is something wrong with the manage-
ment.

Mr, Davies: One iz a municipal concern
and the other is a Goverument concern,

Hon. W, {. ANGWIN: One is managed by
a board elected by the ratepayers, and the
other is run by the Government. I am sur-
prised te hear the member for Leonora state
that soldiers have to pay to go to Francis
Street.

The Minister for Railways: A large num-
ber of passes are given. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In Fremantle over
7,000 passes have been given to invalid
soldiers entitling them to travel free for 12
months.

The Minister for Railways: You give every
returned man a free pass for 12 months?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That haa been done
up to date, but I cannot say what will be
done in the future. These passes have been
given to the Base Hospital to be handed over
on submission of the names by the military
authority. These entitle the' men to travel to
the hospital, or the barracks, at any time
they desire, or upon any other portion of the
tramway service.

The Minister for Railways: There is no re-
gtriction, but the method is different.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
Leonora says that these men have to pay
in Perth. T admit that it is claimed to be 3
nart of the duty of the Commonwealth to loonlk
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after these soldiers, but I am confident that
the citizens of Western Australia would not
objeet to the Government giving free passes
on the tramways for a certain period, uatil
these men are able to earn their own living
by some form of employment. Not even one
voice has been raised in Fremantle against
gromting these passes. But the time has
arrived for obtaining a corrcet balanee sheet
of the Perth Tramways.

The Minister for Railways: In what respect
is the balauce sheet deficient?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Ii ghould show de-
preciation and sinking fund, so that hon. mem-
bers may be enabled to see whether or not the
tramways are paying. Perth tramway fares are
high. Fremantle originally charged the same
as Perth for tram tickets, namely, 2s. 6d. per
dozen. Bt immediately Fremuntle reduced
the charge to ls. for six tickets, the revenue
inereased, because more tickets were purchased
and more people travelled. In Fremantle the
people habitually ride instead of walk, Every
man, woman and child in Fremantle rides, on
an everage, four times per wesk. A school
child under 12 years can fravel anywhere over
the Fremantie system on 2 ticket costing lIs.
for 13, There is also the concession of a three-
penny return ticket to children attending con-
tinuation classes. I trust the Minister will see
that in future we are furnished with a correct
balance sheet of the Perth tramway system.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.331: T agree
with the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
that the Perth trams are overcrowded angd
badly managed. The Minister blames the short-
age of cars for this; but.I feel perfectly cer-
tain that by altered management the present
cars could be made to carry almost double the
namber of passengers they are now earrying.
Living at Mt. Lawley, T have frequently ob-
gerved an interval of from 10 to 15 minutes
between cars, after which one finds three or
four cars coming along on top of each other.
The other day, wishing to ¢come to the House,
T went to the Town Hall corner at 1 o’clock
sharp; and it was J4 minutes before a ear
eame along. This at the busiest hour of the
day. The first car to come along was imme-
diately followed by three other cars. There
were four cars within ona minute. As a re-
sult, the first car was overcrowded, while the
three cars following were practically empty.
[ have notieed‘, too, that there are big clocks
at various points to register the time the cars
pass those places; but the time of passing is
not always registered. When T have spoken to
condnetors on the matter, they have told me
that the cloeks are not always right. Thus
there is really no check. The officer in charge
of this branch of the work, if he made a tour
of the city occasionally, would observe these
conditions for himself. As practically a visitor
to Perth, and it is visitors who observe com-
ditions more than residents do, I wish to con-
gratulate the department on the courteous
fot of men who run the tramecars. Those men
go out of their way to perform acts of cour-
tesy and kindness to women and children. T
have never vet heard an uncivil word spoken
hy a tramway man Recardinge the nagition
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of Commigsioner of Railways and Tramways,
I understand Mr. Short’s appointment termin-
ates on the 31st December next, Now, the
war has brought forward a large number of
men in all walks of life, and amongst the
new men who have come forward are hundreds
who have taken up the management of rail-
ways on the different Fronts as well as in
England. T consider it wonld be on advantage
to this State if the appointment of a Cominis-
sioner, or of Commissioners, whichever it is
to be, were deferred for six months, which
would enable some of the promising young men
to apply for any position, or positions, which
this State may have to offer. Therefore, it
would be wise to secure Mr. Short’s services
for a further six months, with that end in
view.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
C. A. Hudson—Yilgarn) [9.37]: T have lis-
tencd to the eriticisms on the ruuning of the
tramway system which have fallen from the
member for Gascoyne (Mr, Angelo) and the
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith), and
I am quite sure they are correet in stating
that the trams are overcrowded at certain
times of the day, At the same time the Gov-
ernment are heing urged to redunce tramway
fares, whereby, as the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) points
out, the traffic would be increased. No
doubt if the fares were decreased, the num-
ber of passengers would increase; but we
simply have not cnough ears Now that the
war ig over, there may be a posaibility of an
alteration being made in the fares; but we
must first have a chance of obtaining rolling
stoek at a reasonable price. The Railway
Commissioner’s report contains a list of
prices”of stores and material used in the con-
struction of cars; and that list showe that
these goods have become very costly since
the war, prices in some instances having
risen by 200 and 300 per cent. It would be
unwise to purchase material for the construc-
tion of ears at this juneture, or just now to
import ears, if this latter were cven pos-
gible. Out of the money now being provided
the department will be able to put the pra-
sent stock of cars in good running order.
New cars nre under construction at the work-
shops. When the rolling stock becomes rea-
sonably enlarged, the subjeet of the redua-
tion of fares may safely be taken into con-
sideration.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: Do you check the ad-
ministration costs at the workshops? Those
costs used to be pretty high. They are not
shown in the report. They used to he,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Does
the hon, member mean, what the Railways
charge the Tramways?

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
tion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That is
shown on page 84 of the Commissioner’s re-
port. As regards soldiers, the Government
have given such coneessions as have been
sought by the Returncd Soldiers’ Associa-
tion; and the subject of concossions to sol-
diers on Government railways and tramways
was discussed at the conference of commis-

Yes: for adminiatra.

1271

sioners which met in Melbourne, the iden
being to establish uniformity of eustom in
the various States, and to treat all soldiers
alike. Ag for the appointment of a successor
to Mr. Short, that subject will be dealt with
more particularly when the Bill now before
the House comes up for further diseussion.
The Government have now under considera-
tion means of filling the position next year,
but they have not yet arrived at a final deci-
sion in that regard, When such a decision
hag been reached, it will be announced.

Vote pnt and passed.

Vote—Electricity Supply, £28,201:

Mr, SMITH: This is a vote to which I de-
sire the Committee’s special attention. The
branch is losing the State a considerable
amount of money. On reierence to the bal-
anee sheet for the financial year 1017-18 it
appears that n less was made of £10,611,
which is a very serious loss, especinlly when
made by a business undertaking whieh we
were promised would return considerable pro-
fits every year. The replies of the Minister
to the questions T asked this afternoon shed
a lurid light on the business arrangements in
conncotion with the Government electric
words. Roughly speaking, it appeara that on
every £1,000 worth of electricity sold by the
Government to the Perth City Council, the
Government lose £150; and I understand the
Government are under contract to supply
Porth with cleetric eurrent at this price for
the next 50 years,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You need not worry
about that. That will rectify itself directly.

Mr. SMITH: I see no signs of any improve-
ment. T also asked at what price the Gov-
ernment were buying back the electricity
they sold to the Perth City Council, in order
to supply the Government departments and
the railways; and I was rather surprised to
learn that the Government are paving the
City Couneil 134d. per unit for that which
thev sell to them at Hd. per unit.

Hon, W, €, Angwin; But Perth has to re-
tienlate the electricity, to carey it all over
the eity, to stand losses and so forth.

The Minister for Railways: The
Council have to give certain serviees.

Mr. SMITH: But those services do not cost
34d. per unit.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Very near it,

Mr. SMITH: Nothing like it. At any raie,
the Government have been and are making
the City council a present of about £2,500
per annum under the eleetrieity arrangement.
This view is borne out by the faet of the loss
of £10,600 as per this halance gheet for 1917-
18. The present to the City council equals
nearly 25 per cent. of that loss.

The Minister for Railways: It is a good
bargain for the City Council at present.

Mr, SMITH: Yes; but for the Government
it is a most unbusinesslike bargain. If this
loss is going to continue the Government
should try and come to some arrangement
with the Perth City Council for a modification
of their agreementf, or else adopt means for
supplying the Government departments with
their own electricity.

Qity



The Minister for Railways: It is an agree-
ment we have entered into under an Act of
Parliament and we cannot alter it.

Mr. SMITH: There should be nothing to
prevent the Government supplying their own
departments with electrieity.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I have no doubt
that the eleetrical plant will show a profit
to the Government,

The Minister for Railways: We oxpect a
profit this ycar.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: 1 do not know
whether it is yet in full working order.

The Minister for Railways: It is not quite
finished yet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have been
unable until lately to supply any great quan-
tity of current. Of course the mare they
supply the greater will be the reduction in
the cost. The city of Perth receives elsc-
tricity in bulk, they have transformers at
their sab-stations and  they reticulate it
throughout the city and carry it to the pub-
lic buildings. They have also to keep every-
thing in good order, and it is impossible for
the Perth City Council to sell current at the
gnme rate at which they receive it. While the
Government have made arrangements with the
local authorities to supply electrieity in ecer-
tain areas at a certain rate, they are sell-
ing to the small consumers outside those arcas
at o rate at which it wonld be impossible for
the local authorities to sapply. That has a
tendency to induce people to establish fac-
tries in areas outside those in which con-
tracts have been made. So far as Iremantle
is concerned, I took an active part in indue-
ing the authorities there to take current from
this source. If T had thought the Government
were going to take the action they have done
I guarantee that Fremantle would not have
come in.

The Minigter for Railways: What do you
mean?

Houn. W. C. ANGWIN: T refer to the offer
to provide current to cecrtain people at a
peuny. They have been offering inducements
to firms to go ocutside the boundaries to es-
tablish industries, becguse they can supply
current therc at cheaper rates. It is not fair
for the Governmet to adopt*such an attitude.

The Minister for Railways: Do you suggest
that the Commissioner of Railways proposed
that those pcople should go to outside loeali-
ties to establish their industries because he
could supply them fthere with cheaper cur-
rent§

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I will give the Min-
ister an inatance. Messrs. Seaddon and Quig-
ley, whose mill is at East Perth, have to pay
1% d. per unit for the cleetricity they use at
their mill. The authorities canneot afford to
sell it cheaper in Perth. But Padbury and
Co., of Guildford, get it for less than 1d. The
result is that we are driving people away
from certain distriets, and sending them out-
side the metropolitan area. I maintain that
the Government cannot afford to supply small
consumers for that amount. i
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Mr, Davies: Padbury has a special conces-
sion beecause he provided the land on which
a gub-station is built.

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: We can rest as-
sured that if the Government obtained land
from Padbury they had to pay through the
nose for it. Other industrigs are fixed in a
similar manner, The other day an industry
was started at Fremantle, and the Fremantle
people were faced with the fact that to in-
duce that industry to start the price of the
current had to be brought down. I maintain
that is unfuir competition, and it would not he
reeognised in any business house in the State
or in any part of the world.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—State Batteries, £72,210; Tourist
Resorts, Cave Houses, ete., £6,500—agreed to,

Vote—Yandanooka Estate, £12,400:

Mr, MALEY: Will the Premier explain the
increase in this votef

The PREMIER: This land has been set
apart for the settlement of returned soldiers.
The proposal is to purchase stock to eat off
the superabundance of grass on the estate.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Albany Cold Stores, £1,117; Abori-
ginea’ Cattle Station, Moola Bulla, £5,407;
Governinent  Refrigerating Works, £3,635;
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs, £3,471—agreed to.

Vote—DMetropolitan Abattoirs and Sale-
yards, £10,000: ‘

Mr, BROUN: There is necessity for some
better railway facilities being provided at these
yards, where a tremendous congestion ocecurs
at varions times in the year, Complaints have
been make that stock, although it arrived on
time at Midland, bas not reached the sale-
yards until long after the sales had started,
owing to the lack of facilities. I hope‘some-
thing will he done to provide for the more
rapid unloading of the stock.

The PREMIER: I assure the hon. member
that I will make eareful inquiries into the mat-
ter with a view to remedying any inconveni.
ence.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Perth Gity Markets, £975; State
Dairy Farm (Claremont), £3,206—agreed to.

Vote-—DButter and Bacon Factories, £18,625:

Mr. MALEY: 1 should like to know whether
the provision for subsidies to-the companies
that are being formed comes under this divi-
sion? .

The Premier: No. That will come under the
Loan Estimates.

Mr. MALEY: Will an opportunity be given
for discussing it¥

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Vote put and puassed.

Voate—Woolclassing, £1,225—agrecd to.

Vote-—~Mstropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age, and Drainage Undertaking, £84,974:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, AND
WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND
DRATNAGE (Hon. W. J. George—Mur-
ray-Waellington) [10.3]: Hon. members
are awarc from what has passed pre-
viongly that during the last year there has been
a subdivision of the Water Supoly Depart-
ment, and that the metropolitan portion
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is now kept separately. During the
past year also we have been able to
make a number of improvements in
the way of providing conveniences to

allow of the publie being attended to
at the office more expeditionsly than before.
Instead of clients having to go from pillar to
post, we have arranged a portion of the office,
as in the case of .ledger accounts at a bank,
whera those clients can be attended to without
delay. We have also provided increased facili-
ties for the owners of rateable properties.
This bas saved the service of seme 3,000 rate
notices. Tn regard to the rate books, prior to
the rearrangement of the department the ser-
vices of the officers of the Perth City Council
were avoiled of to some extent, and cur books
were written up by our clerks in overtime,
which cost a cousiderable amount of money.
By our rearrangement-we have entirely obvi-
ated the necessity for availing ourselves of
this assistance, and the work has been done
by ouwr own officers in ordinary offiee hours,
no payment for overtime having te be made.
Moreover, we have heen able to get our rate
book written up and our notices sent out two
months earlier than ever before, and as a result
we have received something like £7,000 more
at a proportionately earlier date. We have
also devoted attention to the question of meter
reading and excess accounts. A tremendous
number of acecounts were-sent out for excess
water, accounts rizing from 1d. to varions
gsumg, T directed that where the aceount for
excess water was under 1s. it should not he
sent out as & notiee, hut should be kept as a
debit in the book and incladed in the mext
year's acconnt. T had found that the clerieal
work involved and the cost of the stationery
more than equalled the value of these small
accounts. We have also bronght into vogue an
extengion of the eard system for rating pur-
poses. A number of the office returns sent out
were more of an academie atyle than of prae-
tical use. T have cut out as many of these
as possible, for it seemed to me ridienlous to
make out a lot of returns which were very
rarely read and still more rarely required.
This undertaking is essentially one for the giv-
ing to the people served.by it a good supply
of water at the lowest possible eost, and this
ecan only be dome by cutting out unnecessary
expenditure. The rates for the year 1918-19
ars, o hefore, water rates 10d., sewerage ls.
and storm water 5d4. The capital expenditure
to the 30th Tunc last was £1,983,000. The
amount - of money expended in the previons

year, A8 near as can be, was £60,000, the prin-

cipal items being the supplementary bere at
Loftus-street £8,000, This turned out very sue-
cessful, and saved us meeh anxiety in regard
to last summer’s water. It iz considered by
the officers to be sufficient to enable us to ex-
tend over probably another eouple of years in
connection with the water requnired. In Coogee
street we extended the 18-inch main at a cost
of £2,000, and we enlarged the main at Rich-
mond at a cost of £1,198. The" enlargement
of thé outlet delivery main at Mount Eliza has
cost £13,530. The main put in there is larger
than is needed for present requirements, but
I had te decide between putting in a main
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of 24 inéhes, which might in five years or
cight years time require to be supplemented,
and putting in, as we have done, a 3-ft. main
which will probably last us for 20 years. The
difference in the cost is only £4,500, and it
seemed to me to be practical economy. In
gervice connections we have spent £6,000 and
in connection with meters £5,000, In regard to
sewerage, we have constructed two new filter
beds at Burswood at o cost of £3,993. This
work is not yet quite complete. In regard to
storm water drainage, we have put in the
Hyde Park drain at & eost of £12,95¢ and in
connection with Royal-street and Wellington-
street drains, we have carried out relining op-
erations at a cost of £1,100, The total expen-
diture on these large items was £56,481. 1
mention these items to show that the officers
of the department arve not only carefully re-
garding present day requirements, but are
lnoking forward to what will be requived in
the yenrs to come,

Hon, P. Collier: Will the bore supplies be
sufficient for a number of years to comef

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I think
we need have no anxiety in connection with
the water supply for at least another three or
four years, possibly more, The bore at Loftus-
street has proved s¢ smecessful that I do not
think there need be any apprehension. At the
same time the department is not standing
still. The hon. member knows what I am
about to say in connection with what will be
required in the years to come. For many
years past there has beem n project to erect
another reservoir at the Canning, As far back
as 1880 the question of the supply rested be-
tween the Vietoria reservoir and the very
plare where the Canning reservoir is to go,
but for finaneinl reasons the firm of econ-
tractors with whom I was then connected pre-
ferred the Vietorin reservoir. The estimated
revonug for the current year is £142,250 or

£2,000 less than last year. One of the reasons

for this is that we have turned over to the
Railway Department the suppy of water at
Walters Brook, from which we had previously
£4,260 per annum,

HMon, W. C. Angwin: Yon should have dene
that a long time ago.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am
Meased to find that the hon. member supports
me on this point. T recognised it was only
just that the Railway Department should have
that supply. The income acerued during 1917-
18 was £144,272 and the amount of money
which was due from the ratepayers to the de-
yartment on the 1st July last was €26,518. T
cannot say that the whole of that is recover-
able, for I have not yet been able to go thor-
oughly into the question. I may say that there
is a number of very large assessments in
Perth, and in the ease of some of them it has
heen necessary for the department to exercise
a little moderation, not in the direction
of redueing the indebtedness, but in re-
gard to insisting on the collection of it.
We are 211 aware that many institutions dur-
ing this war have had their sources of re-
venue very considerably depleted. It seemed
to me that if it was a fair thing for a mora-
torium to be deelared in regard to certain
things, it was not ont of place for the Minis-
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ter dealing with a supply of this sort to ex-
tend the same consideration to those whe
have been interfered with as a result of the
war.

Houn, W. C, Apgwin: They did not give you
much consideration.  They summoned you
for yours,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I came out
on top at any rate. I am sorry that the
Minister of the duy did not let the summous
go on, because I was assured by Mr. Sept.
Burg that I shonld have won the case.

Hon, P. Collier: Who was the Minister?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr. Dag.
lish, We have not extended that considera-
tion to a few particular individvals only.
If any case bas been brought under our no-
tice, in which a small debtor has been trying
to pay his way but has been unable to do so,
I have not allowed him te be unduly pressed.
The case, however, had to be a genuine one.
Even with all this the collections were 90 per
cent. of the accrued income and arrears. In
the matter of cash colleetions, we expeet to get
in this year £143,000. I have already ex-
plained the change that was made in con-
nection with the Under Secretary. I was
under the impression that the note in regard
to his salary was full, and I regret that the
figures were not put in, so that the time of
the leader of the Opposition could have bean
saved in referring to it. Whoever may
occupy my position next year, and will be
introdueing these Estimates, will have from
the Under Secretary notes which should
aatisfy any member of the Committee,

Hon. P, Collier: I hope it i8 nnderstood that
T made no reflection npon the Under Secre-
tary.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T know the
hon. member is guite as mueh impressed with
the good qualitics of Mr. Munt as I am my-
self, Last year’s item in connection with
the Under Secretary was £433, which repre-
acnted the amount doe to Mr. Trethowan
while oteupying the position of Under Seere-
tary for Water Supply. This year the amount
for the Under Secrctary will appear as £200,
the balance of £450 being found in the Public
Works Department vote. These departments
are¢ now being administered by one Under
Secretary at £650 a year, instead of two at
£1.250. The total expenditure for the nnder-
taking during 1917-18 was £149,660, com-
pared with the estimated expenditure for
1918 of £151.826. The cxcess of £2/166 dnes
not give hon. members a full view of the
position, and they may reasonably say.

“*Where does the economy coms in when vou.

are increasing the expenditure,’”  Although
it would not be difficult to show that the
clerical staff, and so forth, hag been consider-
ably reduced, there are many expenses this
wvear which eannot well be avoided.

Hon, P. Collier: Have you considered the
reduction in the water charges on the gold-
flelds?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will come
to that later. T am pleased to say that, so
far, we have had no complaints of any bad
smell from Burswood Island for some months
past in conngction with the sewerage scheme.

[ASSEMBLY, ]

I do not know whether the amells still exist,

, or whether pecople have become accustomed to

them, but I am inclived to think that ine
process which Mr. Parr adopted some montha
ago has produced good results, and will pro-
duce even better in the future. He hus
adopted what iz known as the chloride of lime
process of dealing with the effluent, and seems
to have put matters quite right,

Mr. Foley: The Perth City Council have
dovne a great deal in this matter during the
last 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Perth
City Council have the right to go where they
please on aany portion of the sewerage works.
There has been no complaint from them up
to date. We shall have the other filter bed
completed in about three months time, and
T think we shall then be giving the City the
best that we can give under the system of
septic treatment,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [10 28]: I was
disappointed that the Minister did not tell
us about the suggestion he made last year
with regard to the collection of water rates.
He then stated he had a scheme in mind by
which he hoped to effect a considerable sav-
ing in the collection of these rates. Appar-
ently, it was intended that this work should
be harded over to the City Council, and the
water rates collected under the same proced-
ure as adopted by the Council in the collee-
tion of the ordinary municipal rates. That
was an excellent suggestion, and I am sorry
it has not been put into effect,

The Minister for Works: I will tell the
hon. member about that.

Mr, SMITH: I am sure eguch a scheme
would give a considerable amount of satisfac-
tion to those who have to bear the cost of
the undertaking. In the matter of deep drain-
age, there are scveral places in the eity which
have not yet been connected up, Whilst we
are being threatened with an epidemic, I
should like to know why these people are not
compelled to connect up. The sewerage. sva-
tem has now been established for a number of
years, and there has been plenty of time for
the Government to overcome any of the diffi-
culties that might have occurred. These
Maces have been served by the antiquated pan
aystem, and constitute a menace to the rest
of the community. If the City Council, »r
the Health Department, are not able to en-
force the making of these connections I
think the Minister shonld introduce some leg-
islation to compel people to conneet up and
make the sewerage system a complete one.
Up to the present the city has been contam-
inated by these horrible night carts passing
through it almost every night. There can
be no reason for a continuance of this
gystom. When are we likely to have the
sewerage system nabsolutely completedd Can-
not the Minister do something to finalise the
matter? There i3 also the question of im-
proving our water supply. For many years
we have been promiged that a new reservoir
shall be established in the hills, and Perth
given an up-to-date water supply. The sup-
ply we bave at present is & very good sub-
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stitute, but it can be gréatly improved. The-

Minister might go into that question, and
bring the city up to date. 'There is no doubt
it is lamentably behind other modern ecities
in this respect. 1 was pleased to hear that
the Minister had suspended the payment of
rates to those who were pressed on account
of the war, but I hope in extending this
graece to the ratepayers that we are not going
to be involved in any big losses. Is it the in-
tention that these rates should be remitted
for all time, or that the department should try
to recover them at some future date?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon, W,
J.  George—Murray-Wellington—in  reply}
[10.27]: T am obliged to the hon. member for
reminding me about the collection of the
water rates. The matter has not been lost
sight of. I had given instructions that the
matter should be gone carefully into, but, ns
the hon. member will understand, T was met
with considerable opposition. It was against
all the canons of usage in the department. L
was not able to pursue the matter to the full-
est extent that I had intended owing to lack
of time, but I am strongly of opinion that we
¢an make an arrangement with the Perth City
Council to colleet our water rates.

Hon. W. (I, Angwin: Collect your own, and
make sure of your money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T intend
to prepare a scheme in this eonncetion, but
would not put it inte force without getting
Parliamentary sanction. Even if I could do
so without that sanction I do not think it
wonld be right for me to take such a course
without giving members an opportunity of
discugsing the matter. For years I have been
of opinion that this system can be adopted.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You cannot differen-
tiate between Perth and any other muniei-
pality. You must serve all alike,

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: I think it
can be done, and T am going to make an
effort to get ont a scheme by wliich we can
see how far we can go in the matter.

Asg to deep drpinage, I am not quite sure what *

the hon. member means. In several porticns
of Perth deep drainage has not yet been in-
troduced because, for one thing, the money
has not been available, and also becausc these
districts, being sparsely populated, would not
return a revenus sufficient to provide interest
and sinking fund. If the hon. member means
that there are about the City buildings which
could he connected but are not connected with
the drainage system, while T entirely agree
with him that they shonld Dbe conneeted, yet
I cannot overlook the fact that the Govern-
ment themselves are somewhat of a sinner in
this matter. Take the Barracks, for instance;
they are not connected.  However, it would
not be right for the Government to connect
the Barracks and other State buildings which
will have to come down when funds are avail-
able to ereet up-to-date accommodation. Sev-
eral large inatitutions, however, which are not
connected, have been served with notices to
connect, and wunless those notices are com-
plicd with within a certain time the depart-
ment will step in. As to water supply, the
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dranghtsmen and engineers have been at work
for some years on the Canning reservoir, and
they are still pursuing the matter; but the
scheme will cost £250,000, and therefore we
mugt wait for financial sunshine. Stil}, Perth
is being furnished with a very fair water sup-
ply; and the bore water is said to be purer
than the hills supply. In the matter of con-
sideration for ratepayers, the hon. member
need have no nervousness. Water rates are a
charge on property, and can be recovered at
any time. The Committee will agree that the
Government would not have done well to push
people who intend to pay and will pay eventu-
ally.

Vete put and passed.

Vote—-Goldfields Water Supply TUndertak-
ing, £112,859: '

Mr. HARRISON {Avon) [10.35]:
gince I have represented Avon in
Agsembly, I have had something to
on this vote; and T am
bring the matter forward again, beeanse
the Minister controlling the scheme has
stated that the position of the scheme would
be thoroughly revised, and this up to date has
not been done. Mere promises do not assist
the development of the country. The late
Lord Forrest intended the Goldficlds Water
Supply schemo to be a national scheme for the
development of primary industry—in the first
instance on the goldfields, and then, the capa-
city of the scheme being proved sufficient, in
the agrieultural areas through which the pipe
line passes.  But the policy under Mr. W. D.
Johnson was that the seheme must he a pay-
abla proposition in itself,

Hon. P. Collier: Who enunciated the policy
that the scheme must be a payable proposition
in itself?

Mr. HARRISON: Mr, W, D. Johnson.

Hon, P, Collier: Never.

Mr. HARRISON: Yes. He said it three
times at a2 econference presided over by Mr.
T. H. Bath. All that the farmers ask is that
the scheme shall be a payable proposition from
their point of view, At 6s. per thousand gal-
lons, the water is unusable for agrienltural
purposes. The Gevernment are about to assist
farmers through the Industries Assistance
Board to carry sheep and cattle, partienlarly
sheep. Tnless sheep farming is combined with
wheat growing, the latter cannot be a success;
and unless the farmers get a cheap water sup-
ply they will not be able to make good the
capital already locked up in their holdings.
The essentials of agrieulture are soil. water,
and climatic conditions. From the latest re-
port I have of the Water Supply Department,
it appears that the metropolitan area, during
the year 1915-16, used over 238 million gal-
Jons of water from the scheme, and during
1916-17 over 167 million gallons, and that the
total revenue received for this quantity of
water was £2,500 each year. Kalgoorlie and
Boulder uged 363 million and 324 million gal-
lons in those two years respectively, and con-
tributed £107,000 and £95,000. The agrieul-
tural areas, which are alwaya spoken of as one
of the greatest drawbacks to the success of
the undertaking, are the largest debtors

Ever
this
say
compelled to
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for scheme water. Between Northam and
Southern Cross consumers took over 67 million
gallons in 1915-16, and 66 million gallons in
the following year, and their contributions
amounted to £15,700 and £15,400 for the two
years—as against the metropolitan area’s
contribution of £2,500. Why shounld the met-
ropolitan area get this advantage?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Because the one in-
cludes the revenue from water pipes, and the
other does not.

Mr, HARRISON: The hon. member can
take it that way if be likes. Thia State has
paid back a good proportion of the capital
cost of the scheme through the sinking fund;
elose on two-thirds has been paid back.
We expect that the money will be paid back
by 1927. But what about the assets of the
Mundaring Weir, the pumping plant, and
other services? Arc we not going to take
them into account? The Mundaring Weir
cost a lot of money to erect, and the pump-
ing plants and stations also involved con-
siderable expenditure. Then we expected the
pipes to be worn out in a short period, but
through the experiments which have been
carried out by our engineers, the life of those
pipes has been considerably increased. There-
fore, we have another asset in the pipes. It
is time, I contend, that the whole position
in regard to the water scheme was reviewed,
If we are going to get the revenuwe that we
ahould it is no use keeping the water locked
up in the Mundaring Weir. The water will
do no good there. If we expect to get re-
vonue from the railways, and if we want the
Agricnltural Bank to have its interest and
eapital paid, the farmers must be assisted
by way of getting cheaper water, So far as
the goldfields are concerned, the returns are
decreasing annually. . This year’s figures will
be a quarter of a million less than thosc of
the preceding year, and in nearly every in-
atance we find that the mining companies are
complaining about the high cost of water.
Take Westonia. It has an abundant supply
of salt water in the mines, and that water
has to be pumped out, and the companies are
charged 10s. a thousand gallons for Mun-
daring water which they consume in eonnec-
tion with their operations. This kind of
thing is likely to make all the difference be-
tween profit and loss, and if we aro not care-
ful we will compel a aumber of the mines to
close down and many minera will be thrown
out of employment. The re-assessing of the
standard value of gold was spoken of when
the mining estimates were being diseunssed,
but other powers will have to consider that
question.  Here, however, we have a matter
whieh the Western Australian Government
can attend to. Are we to sit down and prove
that we are in earnest with regard to prim-
ary production?

Hon. P. Collier: Are wo downhearted?

Mr. HARRISON: No, but sometimes I
think we are playing leap-frog. I trust the
Minister for Works will not play leap-frog
in conneetion with this business, but that he
will let the farmers know exacily where they
stand. I have before me the recommenda-
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tions of the Royal Commission in connection
with this matter, and if it were not for
wearying the House I would read them item
by item. Why do we appoint these Royal
Commissions if we are not going to take
any notice of their recommendations? What
is the use of the members of commissions
going about the country getting evidence if
we are not going to pay seme attention to
the suggestions they have to offer?

Hon. P. Collier: It was part of the price
you dictated to the Government.

Mre, HARRISON: It was not.

Hon. P. Collier: 1If not you, your party.

Mr. HARRISON: The party did not. What
I want to know is whether we are in earnest
about the development of our primary indus-
tries, gold mining, agriculture, or pastoral. If
we turn to page 7356 of the report of the
Royal Commission on Agriculture, Appendix 9,
we find that c¢omparisons are made with
South Australia. It is stated in the report—

The first is the South Australian system,
which provides reticulated water to the ag-
ricultural areas almost regardless of cost,
relying on the indirect bemefit to the com-
munity for its return. The Bundaleer and

Beetaloo schemes for instance, which cost

over two millions sterling, only return a

gross revenne of 1.57 per cent. towards in-

terest, sinking fund, and depreciation, An-
other scheme now authorigsed for the West

Coast at a cost of £1,500,000, contemplates

a return of less than one-half (10s.) per

cent.

They are not looking for direct revenue from
this eapital outlay. Neither did the late Lord
Forrest look for direct revemue from the gold-
fields water scheme. It was a national under-
taking, and now we are charging 9 per cent.

The Minister for Works: When the late
Lord Forrest first introduced the scheme to
Parliament, he made it out that it would
be a paying proposition from the jump.

Mr. HARRISON: Indirectly.

The Minister for Works: No, Direetly. I
was there at the time and you were not.

Mr. HARRISON: What was the position
of the mines then$ How much gold had bheen
won from them? How much has the State
bencfited since then from the production
from thoso mines on the Golden Mile$ The
Government should not now attempt to
cripple enterprise by overtaxing the indus-
try.

¥I‘he Minister for Works: That is not the
policy of the Government. The people should
be honest and ecarry out what they under-
took to de and that was to pay.

Mr. HARRISON: They paid when they
had the money to pay. The Government are
now compelling many of them to pay under
thoe Tndustries Asgistance Act.

The Minister for Works: There is a sum
of £15,000 that T will have to write off.

Mr. HARRISON: How much did the Min-
ister collect last year?

The Minister for Works:
the figures directly.

Mr. HARRISON:
the agrieultural areas,

I will give you

Can a man on some of
where it takes 10
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bughels to cover the cost of growing the
¢rop pay the price the Govermment charge
when he receives a return of only 5 bushels$

The Minister for Works: How many have
been sued?

Mr., HARRISON: I do not say that any
have been sued. The position is that if they
have not the mouey they cannot pay, but I
will tell the Minister what they have done.
They have devoted the whole of their ener.
gies to the development of the land to bring
it into a state of production, and if this
year’s yield comes out at anything like the
present auticipations it is expected that it
will reduce the capital outlay to the cxtent
of something like half a million sterlieg.
If the last year’s forecast had heen attained
by those farmers, instead of having a £400,000
increase ‘on their obligations they would have
written off from £200,000 to £300,000 of their
past obligations. These men on the land ¢an-
not do miracles. If rust and septoria affeet
their crops they cannot make good the results
and produce an average yield. They are help-
ing the country to find the money for the
Treasury. We have had it already from vari-
ous Ministers that tlie sheep and wool returns
thiz side of Geraldton are equal to those to
the north of Geraldton. These men on the
goldfields water supply not omly have teo pay
for their own water supply but, as taxpayers,
they have to pay for water supplies in other
parts of the State, from which they reccive
no benefit,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not pay for
even their own,

Mr. HARRISON: They do when they have
the money to pay with. There are certain
farmers under the board who have made good
and paid for the water supply scheme.

The Minister for Works: We are not dis-
puting anything. .

Mr. HARRISON: My protest more particu-
larly is this: we have had it again and again
from Ministers controlling the GColdfields
Water Supply Scheme that something was
going to be done, and I say it iz high time
the farmera learnt where they stand. ‘There
has been deputation after deputation in an
endeavour to secure redress. The Royal Com-
mission recommended redress, but no mnotice
has been taken of the recommendation. These
men on the land are not consuming half the
water for which they are rated. It is time
some alteration was made. Next year I will
move for a reduction in the vote unless some-
thing shall have been done in the meantime.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-East TFre-
nantle} [10.55]: The hon,
fignres, but he did not tell ws that there has
been spent on water supplies in agrieultural
areas no less a sum than £370,728, not includ-
ing townsites, which cost extra.

Mr., Teesdale: And they will not pay their
meter rents.

Hen. W, C. ANGWIN: The people of the
State are payine interest and sinking fund on
that money. All that the farmer has to pay
is his share of it. The financial results of the
oncrations of the year 1916-17 from agricul-
tural extensions are, income £11,244, expenses

member quoted.

exclusive of wmain conduit and headworks
£11,877, leaving & deficit of £633. Those people
are not charged at all for the main and the
headworks and the pumping plant, yet hon.
members eome here and complain, after stat-
ing that they got a definite understanding
from Mr. Jobnson at Tammin that the people
iu those agricultural areas must be held re-
spongible for payment. The bon, member him-
self says that Mr, Johnson told them gdistinetly
that it was intended to make it a paying propo-
sition,

The Minister for Works: And they signed
an agreement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course. Mr.
Johnson said, ‘“No, T will not do it unless you
ean show that the people want it and will
guarantee to pay.’’ And at their request,
signed by almost every person in the distriet,
he put out the pipes; and because the rain
game those people refused to pay.

Mr. Harrison: I do not think you are quite
fair,

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: 1t ig absclutely £air.
When the rain came they objected to pay for
the service water.

Hon. P. Collier: They tore up the agree-
ment. ‘

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are prepared
to pay for the water only when they use it,
forgetting that the State has to pay all the
time.

Mr, Johnston:
£120,000.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Much more than
that has been paid, and for a long time these
people were charged for only the water, and
not for the cost of the pipes. Tn some places
the water cost £4 per thousand gallons to de-
liver, and they were charged only £1 per
thonsand gallons, and they did not pay even
that.

Mr. Johnston: It was pretty dear water.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: Not in the ecirenm-
stances. It would have bheen echeap at any
priece. T hope there will always be rain, bnt
I want to tell the hon, member that the water
rate those people are paying is merely an in-
surance rate in the case of another drought.

Mr, Harrison: There is no security with
the insurance.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The water
is there all the time. I Ao not think the outery
on the part of the hon. member is justified.
No other portion of the State has grumbled
over the water supply given to the farmers
from the poldfields water supply, which they
are justly entitted to pay for.

Mr. Harrison: What other agrieultural part
of the State pays for water®

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every part of it
All dams, reservoirs, and the like are paid for
from revenue. The hen. member must not
think that the farmers are paying everything.

Mr. Johnston: The water is worth 1s, 6d.
per thonsand gellons to the farmers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is about time
someone said to the farming community that
it is only a part of the State, that the State
intends to deal, fairly and justly by it, and
no more, and that it is intended to treat all

The hoard has paid over
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people alike. The last people to complain
should be the farmers. The farming industry
has had more done for it than any other in-
dustry in the State. If we gave them every-
thing they would not retern any thanks, At
present the farmers are not dealing fairly hy
the State.

Mr, Harrison: Do you think they are not
dealing fairly by the State, or that they are
not energetic?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not think they
are doing the fair thing by the State. No
doubt it is the duty of the State to assist the
farming community as far as possible, just as
it is its duty in respect to other sections of the
people, but the farmers have no right to de-
mand special consideration which is net given
to othera.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Other Hydraulic Undertakings
Chargeahle to Revenue, £31421; Sale of
Government Property Trust Account, £185,569
—agreed to.

This completed the General Estimates of
Revenue and Bxpenditure for the year.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions as passed in Committee of Sup-
ply, granting supplies amounting to £3,407,064
from the Consolidated Revenue, and a sum not
oxceeding £185,569 from the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Trust Account, were formally
reported.

On motion by the Colonial Treasurer, report
from Committee of Supply adopted.

Committee of 'Ways and Meana,
The House having resclved into Committee
of Ways and Meana, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Trwin) [11.5]: I move—

That towards making good the supply to
His Majesty a sum not excceding £3,407,064
be granted out of the Copbsolidated Revenue
Fund of Wastern Anustralia, and a sum not
exceeding £185,569 from the Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust Account.

Question put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]:
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.

TN

[ASSEMBLY.]

Legislative Hssembly,
Friday, 25th November, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30¢ pm.,
and read prayers.

[For ' Questions on Notite” and * Papers
Presented ” see ‘* Votes and Proceedings.”]

BILLS—¥FIRST READINGS.

1, Postponement of Debta Act Continuation,
2, Roads Act Continuance.

3, Industries  Assistance Act Continuation.

4, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continuation.
§, Licensing Act Amendment Continuation.
6, Dividend Dutica Act Amendment.

7, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.

8, Income Tax,

9, Government Tramways Act Amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18
In Committee of Supply.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; Hon. W. J. George,
Minister, in charge.

State Trading Concerns—

Vote—Shipment of cattle from the North-West,
£12,870—agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS presented the
Estimates of Revenye and Expenditure on ae-
count of the State Trading Concerns for the year
ending 30th June, 1918.

Vots——State Brick Works, £6,470 :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
Goorge—Murray-Wellington) [4:47]: During the
past 12 months tho trade in connection with the
briock works has been particularly dull. This has
been caused largely through the restriotion of
Government operations which hag naturally affected
the financiel working of this and other trading
concerns. The financial statement of the brick
works has been laid on the Table of the House.
It haa been duly sudited and found to be correct.
The loss during the 12 months was £2,702. The
works were closed down in June last becanse we
had then on hand nearly 13 million bricks, and they
filled all the space we had whereon to stack them.
We wold those bricks and the yard having been
cleared at the end of August, we started operations
agein. The plant i3 supposed to be capable of
producing 180,000 bricks weekly. Woe startod on
& reduced quantity, and wo were not able to geb
up to the higher figures owing to the scarcity of
akilled labour, The moanager roports that so far
a8 the trade that is being done now is concerned,
the outlook is brighter than it has been for aome
time. When the works were started it was antioi-
pated thet the Governunent would require at least
half the outpet of the works. The war, however,
brought on a curtailment of the work, and con-
gequently during the past 12 months or two years,
the works have been principally kept going on
private orders. Since tho commencement of opera-
tion the works have turnad cut 9,000,000 bricks,
Tho total loss to date has been £5,250. This includes
£4,198 interest due end poid to the Treasury on
mouneys boerrowed. I want to emphasise that fact.
The total interest and depreciation to the 30th June
last amounts to—dopreciation £2,678, intersst
£4,1908, & total of £6,877. If we deduot from this



